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THE  CHAIRMEN  AM) '  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN,  HATFIELD  RURAL 


AND  WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICTS . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  19 63.  The  form 
of  the  report  has  been  varied  from  previous  years,  information  on 
the  County  Health  Services  in  the  Welwyn  Division  being  given  in  a 
separate  section  as  a  supplement  to  the  earlier  sections  covering 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  District  Councils. 

I  trust  this  new  presentation  will  assist  the  reader  by  avoiding 
repetition  in  each  District  section  and  providing  more  data  on  the 
social  services.  The  sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  compiled 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  whom  I  am  indebted.  •  *. 

< 

.  With  one  exception  the  vital  statistics  compare  favourably 
with  previous  years  and  those  for  England  and  Wales,  indicating  that 
the  three  communities  have  continued  to  enjoy  a  good  standard  of 
health  throughout  the  year.  Unfortunately  the  figures  for  infant 
mortality  were  marred  by  the  occurrence  of  twenty  four  infant  deaths 
in  Hatfield  during  the  year  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  29»2, 
a  marked  increase  on  the  average  for  previous  years.  The  circumstances 
surrounding  these  deaths  were  carefully  investigated  and  are  given  in  the 
Hatfield  Section  of  the  report.  Fourteen  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  ten 
days  of  life  due  to  factors  associated  with  pregnancy  and  delivery,  with 
the  usual  triad  of  prematurity,  congenital  defects  and  birth  trauma  looming 
large,  while  the  remaining  ten  deaths  occurred  between  the  first  and  tenth 
month  of  life  mainly  due  to  acute  infections  and  accidental  causes.  No 
fault  could  be  found  in  the  ante  natal  care,  selection  for  hospital  delivery, 
delivery  and  subsequent  care,  while  domiciliary  midwifery  played  no  part. 
These  deaths  and  the  fourteen  stillbirths  during  the  year  point  to  the  need 
for  continuing  study  of  the  standards  of  ante  natal  care  and  obstetric 
practice  in  the  area,  in  conjunction  with  the  lessons  brought  out  by  the 
report  of  the  .nation  wide  perinatal  mortality  survey  published  during  the 
year. 


No  major  infectious  disease,  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria 
occurred  throughout  the  Districts.  The  incidence  of  the  common  infectious 
diseases  was  low  apart  from  Measles  which  was  widespread  among  young 
pre-school  children  in  the  first'  half  of  the  year,  and  a  slight  increase  in 
Scarlet  Fever  of  a  benign  form.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  new 
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notifications  of  tuberculosis,  and  deaths  continues,  and  while  the  annual 
figures  may  fluctuate  following  intensive  case  finding  drives  with  visits 
of  the  mass  radiography  unit,  the  overall  picture  for  the  Districts  over 
the  past  thirty  years  shows  the  remarkable  progress  achieved  in  the  conquest 
of- this  disease,  I  must  again  emphasise  the  important  part  played  by 
the  vaccination  and  immunisation  schemes  for  the  young  in  the  prevention 
of  infectious  disease.  The  satisfactory  levels  of  protection  can  only  be 
maintained  by  continued  attention  and  education  by  parents,  doctors,  teachers 
and  health  department  staff.  An  anti-measles  vaccine  at  present  under 
clinical  trial  will  it  is  hoped  shortly  be  available  for  wider  use. 

Deaths  from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  were  somewhat  higher  than  usual  for  which  the  abnormally  severe 
winter  of  1962/3  may  have  been  responsible.  This  was  undoubtedly  a 
period  of  acute  hardship  to  many  elderly  people  living  on  limited  incomes 
and  it  was  reassuring  to  note  the  concern  and  assistance  given  by 
neighbours  and  welfare  organisations  in  each  District. 

Among  the  major  causes  of  death  coronary  heart  disease  so 
often  strikes  suddenly  and  tragically  in  middle  life.  129  persons  died 
from  this  cause  in  Mid  Herts,  21  being  below  55  years  of  age.  Research 
continues  into  the  dietary  and  other  factors  causing  arterial  degeneration 
but  so  far  one  can  only  recommend  the  avoidance  of  sedentary  habits  in 
middle  age  and  restriction  of  animal  fat  in  the  diet.  There  were  25 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  Mid  Herts  a  disease  now  recognised  as  being 
largely  preventable,  compared  with  only  1  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Representations  have  been  received  from  womens  organisations 
during  the  year  for  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  early  detection 
of  cancer  of  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  in  women  of  middle  age,  and  discussions 
on  this  have  taken  place  between  the  County  Medical  Officer,  representatives 
of  the  local  medical  practitioners  and  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  experts  are  by  no  means  agreed  that  the  cytological 
examination  of  large  numbers  of  middle  aged  women  for  this  purpose  would 
justify  the  considerable  expenditure  of  money  and  manpower  involved 
for  the  cell  smears  need  to  be  taken  by  competent  and  skilled  persons 
and  it  is  even  more  important  for  the  hospital  service  to  have  adequate 
expert  staff  experienced  in  this  branch  of  cytology  with  the  necessary 
facilities  for  examining  and  reporting  on  the  specimens.  It  is  hoped 
to  establish  a  centre  for  this  Y^ork  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital 
providing  space  is  available.  Throughout  the  Country  this  service  is 
still  in  its  infancy  and  more  advice  will  be  needed  upon:  the  age  range 
for  vdiich  the  tests  are  recommended  and  hew  often  the  tests  need  to  be 
carried  out. 

* 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  had  a  busy  year  particularly 
in  their  efforts  to  ensure  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  food  shops  and 
premises.  In 'Wei wyn  G-arden  City  Mr.  Gardiner  has  obtained  good  results 
in  his  drive  to  ensure  effective  covering  for  food  exposed  for  sale  and 
in  each  District  close  attention  is  given  to  the  low  temperature 
requirements  for  food  displayed  in  refrigeration  cabinets.  In  Hatfield 
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special  attention  has  been  given  to  roadside  restaurants  and  cafes 
at  which  a  high  standard  of  layout  and  cleanliness  has  now  been  achieved. 

The  routine  sampling  of  ice  cream  receives  prominence  during  the  summer 
months.  A  special  investigation  into  possible  sources  of  contamination 
in  the  preparing  of  soft  ice  cream  enabled  precise  advice  to  be  given  to 
the  manufacturer  with 'improvement  in  the  standard  of  purity  achieved. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 

Mr.  Bailey  has  established  two  stations  for  atmospheric  sampling  in  Hatfield 
so  that  both  New  Towns  now  have  permanent  sampling  stations  to  assist  in 
assessing  the  general  levels  of  atmospheric  pollution.  Local  problems 
in  the  vicinity  of  industrial  plants  are  of  course  investigated  and  dealt 
with  as  they  arise. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  good  start  made  to  the  temporary 
gypsy  site  established  by  the  County  Council  at  Holwell  in  Hatfield  taking 
some  24  caravans,  and  the  smaller  Onslow  Cart land  site  for  6  caravans 
nearer  Hatfield.  In  some  ways  it  is  perhaps  a  pity  that  modern  society 
finds  itself  unable  to  fit  a  nomadic  minority  into  its  civic  structure 
without  drastically  modifying  the  free  way  of  life  they  have  followed  for 
so  many  generations.  With  the  increasing  motor  traffic  on  the  highways 
and  declining  opportunities  for  temporary  agricultural  occupation  these 
changes  are  probably  inevitable  and  the  mothers  and  children  certainly 
seem  happy  and  content  with  their  more  settled  life  in  the  caravan  sites. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963,  sets  new 
standards  for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  employees  working  in  some 
eight  hundred  premises  in  Mid  Herts.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  welcome 
this  new  branch  of  work  requiring  detailed  inspection  of  these  premises  over 
the  next  year  or  two  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  detailed  requirements 
of  the  Act  in  close  liaison  with  the  local  Factories  Act  Inspectorate. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerks  and  other  Officers  of  the 
respective  District  Councils,  and  especially  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
who  have  helped  me  by  carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition  to  their 
routine  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
0.  R.  TAYLOR 


July,  1964. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VELWm  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


A  1*68.  m  8CF6S  .  a  »  ®  o  *  o  e  «  »  o  o  ooo  oo» 

Population  (mid  year  1963  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March  1964  . 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March  1964  . .. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1963/64  ... 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Male 

Female 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

125 

104 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number 

396 

397 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OP  TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS 
STILLBIRTHS 

Number  3  .  8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  year)  5  7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  M  "  ”  "  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  "  M  tf  Illegitimate  "  ?? 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

EARLY  NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion): 


Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


4,231 

38,350 

11,423 

£3,036,644 

£12,452 


Total 


229 


793 

20.7 

3o2 


11 

13*7 

804 

12 


15.1 

15.6 


10.0 


8.8 


22.4 


Nil 

Nil 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  at  mid  1963 
was  38,350  compared  with  36,860  in  mid  1962,  The  natural  increase 
of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  564,  was  identical 
with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  mortality  rate  for  the 
year,  Cancer,  Heart  Disease  and  Cerebral  Vascular  Accidents,  the  three 
main  causes  of  death  in  the  elderly  accounting  for  more  than  half  the 
deaths. 


Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were  higher  than  average 
for  which  the  severe  weather  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  may  have 
been  responsible.  The  nine  deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other 
accidents  is  an  improvement  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  and 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  13,  also  show  a  reduction,  although  the  total 
cancer  deaths  remain  about  the  same. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Luekaemia 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach,  etc. 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

Diabetes 

Suicide 

Congenital  Malformation 
Nephritis 

Other  defined  causes 
Pregnancy 


Deaths  from  Cancer :  Total _48 . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average  past 
five  years 

•n. 

30 

18 

48 

39 

12 

12 

24 

20 

42 

24 

66 

54 

2 

6 

8 

7 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

7 

10 

7 

13 

4 

17 

10 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

3 

9 

8 

2 

5 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

— 

.  2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

13 

17 

30 

22 

" 

*"* 

*** 

125 

104 

229 

Respiratory  tract  13  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  8 
Breast  3  .  Uterus  2 

Unclassified  20 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 

f-*  *  r-^  !'.'>*r  y  i1  ***?;■  —  — ■  .  -■  ~y  a  -  ■■.».  .■  iy  ,H 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant 
Mortality  Rates  since  1959  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1963. 


793  live  births  were  registered  in  the  town  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  22  on  the  previous  year.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  18  per  1,000 
total  population  shows  a  definite  rise  over  the  average  of  recent  years  and 
approximates  to  the  national  rate. 

Death  Rate. 

«-n.T3i  j  a— *a— caeaar.  •  -t-Tg^r-T*  ■«» 

The  adjusted  death  rate  of  10.97  per  1,000  total  population  shows 
little  change  from  previous  years  and  compares  favourably  with  the  correspond¬ 
ing  figure  for  England  and  Wales, 

Infant  Mortality 

Twelve  infants  died  during  the  year,  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Three  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  home  -  the  remainder  in  hospital. 

Examination  of  the  causes  of  death  shows  that  two  were  twins  bom 
very  prematurely  who  survived  only  a  few  hours,  three  had  congenital 
abnormalities  and  two  othersbom  prematurely.  Two  older  infants  died  from 
asphyxia  probably  associated  with  acute  epiglottitis  or  respiratory  infection. 
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'INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

30 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Who oping  Cough 

19 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Measles 

554 

Dysentery 

11 

Pneumonia 

14 

Erysipelas 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1963  was  therefore  a  further  year  of  complete  freedom  from 
diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  major  infectious  disease,  and  there  were 
no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  town.  Measles  was  troublesome 
among  the  pre-school  and  primary  school  children  throughout  the  year 
and  while  the  number  of  children  with  scarlet  fever  showed  a  moderate 
increase  over  previous  years,  these  were  all  benign  in  character  with 
few  complications.  The  notifications  of  dysentery  relate  to  a  mixed 
group  of  gastro  enteritis  cases  investigated  by  the  department,  some 
being  of  virus  origin.  The  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  from  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  were  of 
little  clinical  significance,, 

There  has  been  good  co-operation  with  the  medical  and  nursing 
staff  of  St.  Stephen's  Ward,  St,  Albans  City  Hospital  for  the  few  cases 
of  infectious  disease  needing  hospital  care. 

Tuberculosis 

In  addition  to  the  periodic  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
to  major  industrial  units  in  the  town,  the  mobile  unit  visits  Trevelyan 
House  each  Tuesday  afternoon  to  take  chest  X-rays  of  persons  referred 
by  the  local  medical  practitioners  without  the  need  for  prior  appointment. 

Four  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the  town 
during  19 63  giving  an  attack  rate  of  0o10  per  1,000,  Fourteen  notified 
cases  were  transferred  into  the  town  mainly  from  the  London  area  during  the 
year,  all  being  quiescent  cases  under  observation  following  medical  treatment. 
Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Both  the  Council  and  Development  Corporation  continue  to  give  housing 
priority  to  persons  with  tuberculosis  where  living  conditions  are  reported 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  A  review  of  the  tuberculosis  registers  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Chest  Clinic,  a  total  of 
258  cases  remaining  under  observation  or  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  close  co-operation  with  Dr.  Edwards  and  his  staff  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  the  weekly  Chest  Physicians 
sessions  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  are  proving  of  great  assistance 
to,  patients  living  in  the  town,  avoiding  the  need  to  travel  to  St.  Albans. 

The  B.C.G-o  protection  of  school  children  aged  13  years  was  carried  out 
during  the  Spring  Term,  some  55 2  children  receiving  the  protecting 
inoculation. 
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Housin 


Housing  Scheme  No. 18  was  completed  early  in  the  year  and  the 
clearance  of  Wellcroft/Wheatley  Road  prefab  site  was  finished  during 
the  early  summer.  Redevelopment  of  this  area  commenced  in  June  and 
has  since  made  rapid  progress,'  completion  being  expected  in  the  Autumn 
of  1964.  This  new  estate  is  an  attractive  scheme  with  44  units  of 
accommodation  for  elderly  persons  with  a  communal  room  for  recreational 
activities,  together  with  ~/G  dwellings  and  79  garages. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following  figures 

As  at  31.T2.63. 


Number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  2,843 

”  ”  garages  owned  by  the  Council  633 

"  ”  temporary  bungalow's  30 

"  "  families  housed  during  the  year  l6l 

Position  of  Application  Register 

Priority  G-rades  310 

Non -Priority  G-rades  28 

Engaged  Couples  293 

Number  of  applicants  (all  grades)  293 

”  ”  M  for  garages  131 


Noticeable  among  the  building  projects  of  the  Development 
Corporation  during  the  year  has  been  the  provision  of  bungalowr  and 
flat  accommodation  for  the  elderly,  and  a  newT  type  of  property  is  being 
introduced  in  which  the  younger  family  and  their  parents  can  be  housed 
together.  This  is  a  semi-detached  five  bedroomed  house  with  garage, 
having  two  bedrooms  which  can  be  utilised  as  bed  sitting  rooms  thus 
enabling  the  older  folk  to  have  privacy  if  desired  yet  able  to  partake 
in  the  full  family  life  if  so  inclined,  A  total  of  212  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  The  severe  winter  unfortunately  led  to  some 
delays  in  the  building  programme  which  has  resulted  in  some  extension 
of  the  waiting  period  for  applicants  from  the  London  area,  and  a  total 
waiting  time  of  2y  -  3  years  is  now  not  unusual.  The  Corporation  has 
continued  their  policy  of  allocating  a  quota  of  new  houses  to  the  Local 
Authority  to  assist  in  the  local  housing  shortage.  A  noticeable 
feature  of  the  recently  developed  estates  is  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  garages  available,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  these  estates  are  completed 
and  all  garages  and  houses  occupied,  the  problem  of  street  car  parking  should 
not  arise  in  any  serious  proportion. 

Looking  ahead,  the  Corporation  visualises  the  end  of  their 
building  programmes,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  some  curtailment  of  the 
growth  of  the  waiting  lists  must  be  expected. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

From  the  1st  August,  I960,  the  Council1 s  Water  Undertaking  was 
taken  over  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company.  That  Company’s  Chemist 
and  Bacteriologist  sends  monthly  reports  in  summary  form  of  the  quality 
of  water  supplied  to  this  district.  During  1963,  twelve  such  reports 
were  received  from  him.  The  table  summarises  these:- 

Month 
obtained 

1963 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 


August 

40 

38 

2 

September 

a 

40 

1 

October 

48 

45 

3 

November 

40 

38 

2 

December 

14 

14 

- 

304 

282 

22 

All  the  304  samples  listed  were  considered  to  conform  to  the  standard 
of  purity  considered  suitable  for  a  public  supply. 

A  typical  independant  sample  of  water  obtained  from  the  public  supply 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories  for  chemical  examination  gave  the  following  results:- 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 

1  11  . .  1  ■  ■■  ■  1  -*  T -  ■TTifr  I  IWTH|--|—  IIIIHWW  ■  —  ri— I—  II  ■  mi  im  mt  .wmmta 

Date  10th  December,  1963 


Total 

Samples 


Examined 


Examined 


14 

11 

3 

10 

8 

2 

12 

11 

1 

15 

14 

1 

14 

12 

2 

12 

10 

2 

44 

41 

3 

Appearance 
Colour  . . . 


Bright  with  very  few  particles 
Nil 
7.2 


12 


Electric  Conductivity 

»  a  o 

0  0  0 

0  9  0 

485 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

0  9  0 

9  9  0 

14 

Hardness:  Total  . . . 

9  9  0 

0  0  9 

0  9  0 

290 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . „ . 

O  0  O 

o  e  o 

0  0  © 

5.4 

Ammoniacai  Nitrogen 

0  0  9 

0  9  0 

•  *  • 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

o  ©  9 

0  0  0 

0  0  9 

0.000 

Turbidity, . .  . . . 

0  c  9 

o  e  o 

9  0  0 

less  than  3 

Odour  ...  o , . 

o  o  « 

o  o  o 

COO 

faintly  chlorinous 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

0  6  9 

0  0  O 

0  9  0 

30 

Dissolved  Solids  dried 

at  180°C, 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

330 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

0  0  9 

o  o  o 

255 

Carbonate 

0  O  • 

e  o  o 

0  ©  9 

255 

Non -carbonate 

0  9  0 

9  0  9 

9  •  0 

35 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . , „ 

o  o  o 

o  o  r 

BO© 

absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

O  O  0 

©  0  O 

0  9  0 

0.05 

Residual  Chlorine 

0  0  0 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

0.03 

Metals:  Copper  0,0 6  Iron,  Zinc  and  Lead:  absent 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  copper 
which  doubtless  derives  from  copper  fittings.  The  water  is  hard  in 
character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
constituents  and  it  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality. 


From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  indicative 
of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  town  is  served  on  the  separate  system. 

Foul  sewage  is  gathered  by  tributary  sewers  to  the  main  trunk  sewer 
which  traverses  the  town  from  South  West  to  North  East  and  since  1st  April, 
1959,  has  discharged  into  a  new  outfall  sewer  in  the  Black  Fan  Valley  and 
thence  via  the  Mimram  Valley  Outfall  Sevier  to  the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works 
at  Ryemeads .  '  •  < 

The  Council’s  existing  works  in  the  Black  Fan  Valley  have  been 
demolished  and  the  whole  site  is  being  converted  to  public  parkland  in 
conjunction  with  new  playing  fields  to  the  East  of  the  valley. 

Surface  water  is  drained  to  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Mimram.  An 
oil  trap  lias  been  provided  on  the  Mimram  outfall  sewer  in  the  Black  Fan 
Valley  to  improve  the  standard  of  discharge,  and  to  give  better  facilities 
for  sailing  model  yachts  on  the  adjacent  lagoon. 

Rivers  and  Streams  * 

A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram,  one  mile  (approximately)  runs  through 
the  northern  portion  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the  Lea,  half  mile 
(approximately)  runs  through  the  southern  portion  of  the  district. 


3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


With  the  exception  of  one  cottage  situated  on  the  North  Western 
boundary  of  the  district,  all  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage 
system.  There  are  not  any  sewers  available  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cottage. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  All  premises  have  galvanised 
metal  dustbins  for  the  deposit  of  refuse.  The  provision  of  galvanised 
iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under  Section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Urban  District  Council  Act,  1932.  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in 
covered  motor  vehicles  by  the  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  Service. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Brickfields  refuse  tip  near  Stanborough 
Lane  became  full  and  alternative  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  the 
reception  of  house  refuse.  Agreement  was  reached  with  Inns  and  Company  Ltd. 
for  all  house  refuse  to  be  tipped  at  that  Company’s  tip  at  Cole  G-reen. 


Subsequent  to  the  closure  of  the  Brickfields  tip  routine  poison 
treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  tip  by  the  Public  Health  Department  to 
ensure  that  any  rodents  obtaining  food  or  harbourage  there  were  destroyed. 

(b)  Street  Cleansing.  This  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor. 

(0)  Gully  Cleansing.  All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  are  responsible 

are  regularly  emptied  and  flushed  by  Contract  Gully  Cleansing  Limited  who 
are  employed  by  the  Council  under  contract  for  this  purpose. 


(d)  Dustbins.  The  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  Service  notifies  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  defective  dustbins  they  find  at  houses  and  other 
dwellings.  Sixteen  new  bins  were  provided  during  the  year  on  owners  being 
requested  to  do  so.  Details  are  as  follows 


Urban  District  Council 
Other  Owners 


7 

9 


5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during 


M 

t! 

t! 

tt 


tt 

tt 

It 

tt 


Inspections  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power) 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 
Workplaces 
Milk  Depots 
Licensed  Premises 
Surveys  and  visits  re  Infested  Premises  (rats  and  mice) 
Inspections  of  Shops 

re  Insect  Pests  (excluding  bed  bugs) 
of  Dwellings  (not  otherwise  included) 
of  Schools 


tt 

tt 

tt 


Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories 
Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Act,  1957 


177 

9 

39 

15 

39 
3,0  64 

687 

350 

129 

42 

49 

40 
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Special  Inspections  or  Visits  made 

re :  - 

Drainage 

•  o 

•  o 

•  0 

431 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  food 

poisoning) 

0  © 

0  0 

111 

Smoke  observations  .. 

0  » 

•  * 

0  0 

0  0 

277 

Council  Property  ( excluding  houses) 

o  c 

0  © 

0  0 

42 

Noise  .  .  .  . .' 

•  • 

9  O 

•  9 

0  0 

38 

Water  Supply 

0  o 

o  9 

9  C 

9  0 

9 

Dustbins 

•  • 

0  O 

0  O 

0  9 

17 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

0  0 

O  0 

•  0 

9  0 

47 

Air  Pollution  observations 

0  0 

O  9 

9  O 

a  o 

114 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

o  a 

0  © 

©  0 

0  9 

225 

Destruction  of  Bed  Bugs 

0  • 

•  o 

0  0 

o  • 

10 

(b)  Number  of  Informal  Notices. 

0  0 

0  9 

9  0. 

9  0 

93 

(of  these  93  were  complied  with 

and 

none  were 

outstanding) 

6.  (a)  SHOPS 

It  is  provisionally  estimated  that  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty 
shops  in  the  district.  A  total  of  six  hundred  and  eighty  seven  inspections 
of  shops  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Plans  of  new  shops  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department  before  they 
are  approved,  and  representations  made  to  the  proposers  where  it  appears 
that  either  the  plans  do  not  conform  with  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or 
that  structural  alterations  would  be  necessary  on  the  shop  becoming  occupied, 
because  the  shops  did  not  comply  with  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  or  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955* 

The  following  action,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  or  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  was  taken: - 


Defects  Defects 

found  remedied 


Want  of  Cleanliness  .  0.  4  4 
Sanitary  Defects  ...  4  4 
Other  Nuisances  or  Defects  35  35 


Forty-six  Informal  Notices  were  given  and  forty-six  Informal  Notices 
were  complied  with. 

Routine  inspections  of  shops  were  continued  throughout  the  year, 
defects  found  being  of  a  minor  nature. 

The  general  standard  of  maintenance  found  was  a  credit  both  to 
managements  and  staff.  It  may  be  noted  that  with  one  exception  all  shops 
are  of  modern  construction. 

During  the  year  3  shops  were  taken  over  for  conversion  into  bank 
premises  and  a  snack  bar,  forming  part  of  a  large  store,  was  being  converted 
into  a  separate  unit  for  use  as  bank  premises. 
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(b)  OFFICES 


All  offices  in  the  district  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  a  high 
standard  of  fitness*  Separate  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided  in  all 
cases  where  both  sexes  are  known  to  be  employed*  The  conditions  found 
regarding  lighting  and  cleanliness  are  satisfactory.  All  buildings  in 
the  town,  with  few  exceptions,  are  constructed  without  basements.  Basement 
rooms  are  not  used  for  clerical  employment, 

7.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


(a)  Smoke  observations  made  277 

Smoke  nuisances  or  smoke  contraventions  23 
Air  pollution  observations  . .  , ,  114 

Air  pollution  nuisances . 3 


(b)  Industrial  Area 

Throughout  the  year  when  travelling  in  the  industrial  area  notice 
was  taken  of  the  standard  of  purity  of  the  air.  Generally  it  was  seen 
to  be  clear  and  free  from  noticeable  pollution.  If  noticeable  pollution 
was  observed,  an  attempt  to  trace  the  source  was  then  made,  unless  prior 
appointments  prevented  this. 

Regarding  the  smoke  nuisances  or  smoke  contraventions  found  during 
the  year,  with  one  exception  it  was  rare  to  find  a  particular  firm  offending 
more  than  once.  The  abatement  of  smoke  which  is  neither  dark  smoke  as 
defined  by  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  or  black  smoke  as  defined  by  the  Dark 
Smoke  (Permitted  periods)  Regulations,  1958,  presents  some  difficulty. 

(c)  General 

Prom  the  practical  aspect  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is 
comparatively  unpolluted.  Cases  of  serious  pollution  by  smoke,  fumes  or 
chemical  odour  occasionally  arise  and  are  dealt  with.  Three  cases  of 
atmospheric  pollution  causing  complaint  from  offensive  odour  were  investigated 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  caused  by  chemical  odours.  These  arose  from 
the  by  products  of  chemical  processes. 

( d)  Miscellaneous 


Nearly  every  house  is  wired  for  electricity.  Cooking  is  virtually 
all  carried  out  on  gas  or  electric  stoves.  Domestic  consumption  of 
electricity  is  believed  to  be  proportionately  as  high  as  anywhere  in  the 
country. 

In  the  town* s  factories,  electricity  is  believed,  in  nearly  all  instances, 
to  provide  the  motive  power.  Solid  fuel  or  oil  boilers  are  used  for  heating 
or  trade  processes  only. 

Whilst  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is  comparatively  unpolluted, 
improvement  is  still  possible  and  the  Council  is  determined  that  the 
improvement  so  far  secured,  shall  be  continued. 
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8.  SWIMMING-  POOL 


The  Lea  Valley  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  is  administered  by  the  Council. 

The  continuous  systems  of  chlorination  and  filtration  have  continued  to 
prove  most  efficient.  In  spite  of  heavy  bathing  loads  during  1963  the 
pool  water  was  found  to  be  clear  and  bright  and  of  satisfactory  cleanliness. 

Frequent  tests  are  made  with  the  Lovibond  Comparator  at  the  Pool  to 
ascertain  if  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  present  is  adequate;  this  test 
gives  an  immediate  result  showing  the  amount  of  chlorine  present  in  parts 
per  million.  In  addition  the  Swimming  Pool  Superintendent  adjusts  the 
chlorine  dose  according  to  the  number  of  bathers  he  expects  will  use  the 
pool  and  further  adjusts  it  should  the  number  of  bathers  using  the  pool 
indicate  that  this  is  necessary.  Routine  tests  are  also  made  to  gauge 
the  alkalinity  of  the  pool  water  in  order  to  maintain  a  slightly  alkaline 
reaction. 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  the  pool 
and  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  Laboratory  reports 
indicated  that  the  four  samples  were  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial 
purity  and  they  did,  in  fact,  attain  the  bacteriological  standard  of  a  pure 
drinking  water.  When  obtaining  samples  it  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  clear 
and  attractive  appearance  of  the  water  in  the  pool. 

9.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUG-S 

Three  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year.  Complete 
destruction  was  achieved  by  selective  spraying  of  the  infested  rooms  and 
their  contents  with  a  proprietary  liquid  insecticide. 

10.  NOISE  ABATEMENT 

(a)  A  total  of  thirty-eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  deal 
with  or  to  investigate  noise  problems.  The  abatement  of  noise  is  generally 

a  new  departure  for  Public  Health  Departments  and  presents  difficult  problems. 
Professor  Richards  of  Southampton  University  stated  at  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Annual  Conference  in  1962  that  the  present  methods  used  to  abate 
noise  were  only  tentative  and  that  acoustics  had  never  been  really  studied. 

(b)  In  law,  to  constitute  a  nuisance,  noise  must  be  unusual  or 
excessive.  It  must  be  such  as  materially  to  interfere  with  the  comfort  of 
those  living  in  the  neighbourhood,  according  to  plain,  and  sober,  and  simple 
notions* 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Council,  therefore,  has  no  power  under  the 
Act  to  require  all  noise  to  cease.  Furthermore  the  Council'  has  no  authority 
to  enforce  the  reduction  of  a  noise  emission  unless  it  constitutes  a 
nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the  previous  paragraph.  ,  w 

HOUSING  :  i  .  • 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:-  .  ' 
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(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . ..  128 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  ..  ...  412 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  fit  for 

human  habitation  or  in  which  defects  were  found  ...  97 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice :- 

Number  of  unfit  houses  rendered  fit  or  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  as  a  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  96 

3.  No  action  was  taken  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  CONTROL  OF  FOOD 
(a)  MILK 

(i)  G-eneral 

There  are  four  milk  distributors  registered,  of  whom  only  two 
occupy  milk  depots  in  the  town.  The  major  part  of  the  milk  sold  is 
produced  outside  the  district. 

(ii)  It  is  estimated  that  over  ninety  five  per  cent  of  the  milk 
sold  in  the  G-arden  City  has  been  pasteurised  before  being  retailed. 

(iii)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  (No. 3)  Order, 

1953,  provides  that  all  milk  sold  in  the  town  must  be  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

( iv)  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  1939 > 

The  MilkXSpecial  Designation)^ "Regulations  ,  19 60 . 

A  close  watch  is  kept  on  the  handling  and  distribution  of  milk  in 
the  town.  Four  minor  infringements  of  the  former  regulations  and  two  of 
the  latter  were  found.  Informal  notification  was  made  to  the  distributors 
concerned  who  then  complied  with  the  regulations. 

During  the  year  fifteen  inspections  were  made  at  milk  depots. 

(v)  Biological  Examinations 

The  County  Council  obtains  samples  of  raw  milk  from  Tuberculin  Tested 
and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus.  No  report  of  the  presence  of  either  of  these 
organisms  has  been  received  during  1963. 

(vi)  Milk  Sampling 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  obtained  at  approximately  monthly 
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intervals.  The  majority  of  the  samples  are  taken  on  the.  public  highway 
from  distributors  who  are  delivering  milk  to  the  public.  This  practice 
enables  the  cleanliness  of  milk  as  delivered  to  the  public '"to  be  ascertained. 
Ninety  four  samples  were  obtained  and  delivered  to  'Hill  End  Hospital 
laboratory  for  examination  by  the  prescribed  tests.  The  number  of  samples 
of  the  various  designations  obtained  were  as  follows:- 

Pasteurised  40  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  41 

Sterilised  9  Tuberculin  Tested  4 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960,  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  i960.  The  regulations  provide,  amongst  other  require¬ 
ments,  that  a  sample  which  is  to  be  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test 
shall  be  stored  at  atmospheric  shade  temperature  for  a  period  of  time 
depending  on  the  time  of  year  when  the  sample  was  obtained.  "If  during 
the  period  of  storage  at  atmospheric  shade  temperature  to  which  a  sample 
is  subjected  the  temperature  at  any  time  exceeds  70°F.  ,  the  test  shall  not 
be  applied".  Previous  regulations  now  revoked  had  provided  a  limit  of 
6  5°F. 

In  a  hot  summer  the  temperature  limit  of  70°F,  is  often  exceeded  and 
the  Methylene  Blue  test  must  not  be  applied  if  the  regulation  concerning 
that  temperature  limit  is  observed.  This  test  indicates  the- keeping  quality 
of  the  milk  being  tested.  Hence,  in  the  very  hottest  weather  when  it  is, 
important  to  ascertain  if  milk  is  of  satisfactory  keeping  quality,  this  test 
is  not  to  be  applied.  The  purpose  of  the  limitation  is  to  render  a  failure 
legally  void. 

Informal  agreement  has  been  made  with  Hill  End  Hospital  Laboratory, 
that  it  will  carry  out  the  test  however  high  the  atmospheric  shade 
temperature  is.  This  enables  the  keeping  quality  to  be  ascertained  in  the 
hottest  weather,  although  the  result  is  legally  void. 

Of  the  ninety  four  samples  of  milk  obtained  during  1963 ,  ninety  two 
passed  all  the  tests  prescribed.  This  involved  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  one  tests.  The  remaining  two  samples  comprised  two  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk,  one  of  which,  whilst  passing  the 
Methylene  Blue  test,  failed  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  test  and  the  other, 
whilst  passing  the  latter  test,  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

The  failure  in  each  case  was  reported  to  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector 
whose  authority  licences  the  distributor  from  whom  both  samples  were  obtained. 
He  had  the  failures  Investigated  but  v/as  unable  to  find  any  definite  reason 
for  the  failures. 

G-ENERAL 

The  high  standards  obtained  show  the  great  care  taken  by  producers, 
pasteurisers  and  distributors  in  handling  the  milk  which  was  sampled, 

(b)  ICE  CREAM  AND  SIMILAR  PRODUCTS, 

Ice  Cream 

The  bacterial  quality  of  ice  cream  has  been  checked  throughout  the 
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year  with  the- aid  of  routine  sampling  and  laboratory  examination.  One 
hundred  and  two  samples  were  obtained  from  forty  one  retailers  and  covering 
•seven  different  makes  of  ice  cream.  Of  the  total  number  of  samples,  sixty 
eight  were  obtained  from  vehicles  which  do  not  operate  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City, 
and  these  samples  are  the  subject  of  a  separate  report  on  soft  ice  cream. 


Cream 


1  2 
Satisfactory 


Provisional  G-rade 

3 


4 


Total 


Wrapped  brickettes  12 

Wrapped  choc-bars  9 

Partly  wrapped  3 

Part  of  previously  opened 

carton  3 

Soft  Ice  Cream  (routine 

samples  oily)  3 


Pasteurised  Ice  Cream  Mixture  1 


12 

1  1  11 

3 

3 

1  4 


The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  obtained  were  followed  up  by 
correspondence  with  the  retailer  and  further  sampling.  Pv.e suits  of  the  later 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Soft  Ice  Cream. 

Early  in  the  year  reports  were  received  from  neighbouring  authorities 
indicating  that  vehicles  owned  by  a  distributor  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City  had 
been  sampled  with  unsatisfactory  results.  This  distributor  owns  no 
vehicles  trading  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City  but  it  was  possible  to  obtain 
samples  from  his  vehicles  before  they  left  this  Town  for  their  regular 
trading  areas,  and  a  number  of  the  samples  obtained  in  this  way  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  distributor  was  obtaining  supplies  of  pasteurised  mixture  from 
a  manufacturer  in  Essex.  This  mixture  was  kept  in  a  cold  store  at  the 
distributor’s  depot  until  required  for  use  on  the  vehicles.  Over  the  next 
four  months,  seventeen  samples  of  this  pasteurised  mixture  were  obtained 
from  the  store,  and  every  sample  was  satisfactory  on  test. 

Sampling  from  the  vehicles  was  a  more  lengthy  process  as  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  obtain  samples  of  the  mixture  put  into  the  machine 
as  well  as  of  the  ice  cream  produced  from  this  mixture.  Prom  this  batch  of 
samples  two  main  causes  of  failure  were  found: - 

(1)  Pasteurised  mixture  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  after 
prolonged  storage  in  the  vehicles,  and 

(2)  Inadequate  sterilisation  of  the  machine  dispensing  ice  cream 
was  proved  where  the  ice  cream  extruded  was  unsatisfactory 
but  the  mixture  used  had  been  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Accordingly  arrangements  were  made  restricting  the  time  period  for 
the  storage  of  pasteurised  mixture  in  the  vehicles,  and  the  distributor 
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was  given  a  detailed  method  of  sterilisation  to  be  applied  on  each  vehicle. 
Subsequent  checks  have  shown  that  these  procedures  have  been  adopted,  and 
no  further  failures  have  occurred  to  date. 

A  total  of  113  samples  were  taken  during  this  investigation,  this 
includes  45  samples  known  to  have  been  taken  by  the  inspectors  of  Hatfield 
R.D.C.  who  had  offered  to  assist  in  this  matter. 

Cream  Lollies 

Seven  samples  of  cream  lollies,  obtained  from  four  different 
manufacturers,  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  the 
samples  submitted  had  been  wrapped  by  the  manufacturers. 

The  Laboratory  reports  showed  the  presence  of  presumptive  coli  in 
the  case  of  one  sample,  but  no  faecal  coli  were  isolated.  Every  sample 
submitted  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Fruit  Lollies 

Only  one  fruit  lolly  sample  was  taken  during  the  year.  The  acidity 
of  the  sample  was  such  that  no  bacterial  growth  could  occur  and 
bacteriological  examination  would,  therefore,  have  been  useless.  This  is 
the  normal  finding  by  the  Laboratory  when  iced  fruit  lollies  are  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

v  -  > 

In  addition  where  the  pH  value  is  4.5  or  less  (as  they  are  normally 
found  to  be)  iced  fruit  lollies  are  exempted  from  the  heat  treatment 
provisions  prescribed  in  Regulation  5  of  The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment 
etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

(c)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS,  EXCLUDING  MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM 

The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  1963  was  8,487  lbs.,  approximately  half  the  total 
for  1962.  The  total  for  1962  was,  however,  more  than  twice  that  for 
1961,  mainly  caused  by  a  heavy  condemnation  of  canned  food,  and  in 
particular  by  two  batches  of  canned  meat.  The  present  figure  is  therefore 
a  more  normal  one. 

Routine  inspection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  but  formal  seizure  of  unfit  food  was  not  found  necessary. 


(i) 

Uncooked  Food 

lbs 

Meat  .00  . . 0 

Fi sh  009  ...  ... 

0  9  0  0  9  9  0  0  9  9  0  0 

0  9  0  9  9  0  O0O  090 

392 

164 

(ii) 

Frozen  Foods  (due  to 

refrigerator  breakdown) 

419 

(  iii) 

Food  in  Cans 

Vegetables  ...  . . . 

Meat  .e.  o.o  eo. 

Fruit  . . .  ...  . . . 

Mi  1  V 

J-U-l - LXV  0OO  9  C  O  009 

0  9  0  0  0  9  O  O  Q  9  0  0 

O  0  0  9  0C  OOO  090 

0  0  0  0  0  9  9  0  0  0  9  0 

9  0  0  0  9  0  0  9  0  0  0  9 

1,351 

2,893 

1,333 

903 
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(iv)  Other  Miscellaneous  Foods 


832 


(d)  LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS  OF  FOOD 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  food  are  carried  out 


at :  - 


(a)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Thresh  House, 

Verulam  Street,  Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  C.l. 

(b)  Public  Analyst,  20,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C.3.' 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lev/sey  Road,  Luton, 

(d)  Bacteriological  examination,  only,  is  carried  out  at:- 
Hill  End  Laboratory,  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans. 

(e)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  concerning  adulteration,  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council,  Forty  two  samples  of  food  or 
drugs  in  common  use  were  obtained  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year 
by  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Council.  The  table  .shows  the  results 
of  forty  formal  samples  obtained. 


Article 


Public. 
Analyst ’  s 
Comment 


Article 


Public 
Analyst ’  s 
Comment 


Dried  Rubbed  Mint 
Lemonade  Powder 
Saxin  Tablets 
Baking  Powder 
I/hole  Lemon  Drink 
Blackcurrant  Cordial 
Corned  Beef 
Meat  Paste 
Grape  Fruit 
Vesop 

Barbecue  Spice 
Super  Plenamins 
Breakfast  Vitamins 
Yeastnil 
Fruti-fort 
Mortadella( Italian) 

6  Samples  of  Milk 
Beef  Sausages 
Dried  Sage 


Genuine 

tt 

t? 

tt 

tf 


tt 


ft 


ft 


ft 


!? 


ft 


ft 


ft 


ft 


f? 


Fish  Dressing  Genuine 

Coffee  and  Chicory  ’’ 

Dijex  Tablets 
Orange  Drink 
Pork  Sausages  ’’(Meat  Content 


tt 


tt 


Creamed  Cheese  Spread  ” 
Dried  Baking  Yeast 
Blackcurrant  Health 

Drink 

Sunflower  Seed  Oil 
Spiced  Mayonnaise 
Dehydrated  Mint  Flakes 
Corn  Syrup 
prunes  in  Syrup 
Sliced  Pumpernickel 
Smoked  Liver  Sausage 
Pork  Sausages 


tt 


tt 


ts 


tf 


tf 


tt 


ft 


tt 


(Meat  83%) 


”  (Meat  95%) 

Contents  included  Sand 
and  Earthy  matters  4.4% 

Analyst’s  opinion  this  is 
at  least  1,4%  above  that 

ordinarily  found  in  dried  sage.  (4  letter  of  Caution  was 

22  sent  to  the  manufacturer) 


...  In  addition  two  informal  samples  of  imported  chocolate  liqueurs 
were  obtained  as  follows:- 

Neuchatel  Liquid  -  Pull  Strength  Chocolate  Liqueurs.  The  Public 
Analyst  reported  that  the  filling  amounted  to  25 . 1$  of  the  total  weight. 

The  filling  contained  21.5$  of  Proof  Spirit  weight.  In  his  opinion  there 
was  insufficient  Proof  Spirit  to  justify  the  description  "Pull  Strength". 
The  makers  agreed  to  amend  the  labelling  by  deleting  the  words  "Pull 
Strength". 

Cointreau  -  Pull  Strength  Chocolate  Liqueurs.  The  Public  Analyst 
reported  that  the  filling  amounted  to  42.1$  of  the  total  weight. 

The  filling  contained  25.2$  of  Proof  Spirit  weight.  In  his  opinion 
there  was  insufficient  Proof  Spirit  to  justify  the  description  "Pull 
Strength".  The  makers  agreed  to  amend  the  labelling  by  deleting  the 
words  "Pull  Strength". 

(f)  COMPLAINTS  BY  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING-  POOD 

During  1963  a  total  of  twenty  three  complaints  were  made  to  the 
Public  Health  Department.  Six  of  these  cases  were  found  to  be  unjustified. 
The  remaining  seventeen  (of  which  seven  arose  outside  the  district)  were 
followed  up  by  direct  contact  with  the  retailers  or  manufacturers,  and, 
where  necessary,  information  was  also  given  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
of  the  local  authority  concerned. 

In  each  case  the  complainant  was  informed  of  the  result  of  the 
enquiries  and  of  the  action  taken.  Pour  of  the  complaints  arose  because 
of  improper  turnover  of  stocks  within  the  shop  concerned. 

Most  of  the  seventeen  complaints  which  were  confirmed  did  not 
justify  the  conclusion  that  the  article  complained  of  was  legally  "unfit 
for  human  consumption"  but  justified  the  conclusion  that  the  article  of 
food  complained  of  was  "not  of  the  nature,  or  not  of  che  substance,  or 


120 

98 

33 

62 

89 

48 

15 
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mere  more  than  one  principal  trade  is  carried  on  at  one 
premise,  each  such  trade  is  separately  recorded). 

No.  in  Town  No.  of  Visits  made 


Building  Site  Canteens  ...  5  ...  9 


Trades 


not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the  complainant. 

(g)  VISITS  liABE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLING  FOOD: 

Visits  to  examine  Meat  and  Other  Poods  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  procure  samples  of  Pood  (excluding  milk)  ... 

Visits  to  procure  samples  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  re  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  Lollies  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Mobile  Vehicles  selling  Ice  Cream  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Mobile  Vehicles  selling  Pood  (excluding  Ice  Cream) 
Visits  to  Milk  Depots  ... 

Visits  to  Laboratories  with  samples  of  Pood  ...  ... 


2.  INSPECTION  OP  FOOD  PREMISES: 


23 


Trades 

No.  in  Town 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Industrial  Canteens 

0  9  9 

37 

O  0  0 

27 

School  Canteens 

O  9  0 

27 

0  9  0 

31 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

O  fl  » 

9 

0  0  0 

65 

Licensed  Premises 

0  O  0 

14 

COO 

39 

Pood  Manufacturers 

0  9  «» 

8 

OOO 

'  36 

Butchers 

0  0  0 

19 

0  0  9 

;  145 

Fishmongers 

0  0  9 

5 

9  0  0 

50 

G-rocers 

0  O  0 

23 

0  0  9 

167 

G-reengrocers 

C  O  0 

16 

O  0  0 

43 

Confectioners 

0  0  9 

13 

9  0  0 

89 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

11 

0  0  9 

28 

Informal  Notices  ...  37 

Notices  complied  with  37 


Open  food  displayed  for  sale  in  shops  is  obviously  liable  to 
contamination  from  a  number  of  sources,  and,  if  the  food  is  cooked 
meat  or  other  food  which  is  not  normally  washed  or  cooked  before 
consumption,  a  potential  public  health  hazard  exists. 

Special  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  determine  the 
number  of  shops  where  there  was  inadequate  protection  for  this  type 
of  food,  and  requests  were  made  for  improvements  where  necessary.  In 
most  cases  a  simple  re-arrangement  of  stock  was  all  that  was  required 
but  the  remainder  were  asked  to  provide  additional  glass  screening. 

The  position  is  now  considered  to  be  generally  satisfactory  throughout 
the  town. 

Staff  handling,  food  sometimes  have  thoughtless  and  undesirable 
habits  and  the  public  rightly  complain  where  they  see  a  food  handler 
scratching  his  head,  etc.  before  serving  food.  These  complaints  can 
assist  the  department  in  their  attempt  to  improve  conditions.  This 
often  makes  staff  ay/are  for  the  first  time  of  the  danger  to  their 
customers.  The  managerial  staff  are  usually  too  heavily  engaged  in 
other  duties  to  train  staff  adequately  but  they  are  always  prepared  to 
investigate  any  complaint  and  take  the  necessary  action. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Vith  a  few  exceptions  standards  were  found  to  be  high,  but 
shortage  of  staff  in  some  of  the  premises  led  occasionally  to  neglect 
of  such  matters  ,as  refuse  storage,  cleansing  of  yards  and  sanitary 
conveniences,  with  the  attendant  risk  of  fly  nuisance  and  poor  conditions 
at  the  rear  of  the  shops  concerned.  Repeated  visits  and,  where  necessary, 
warning  letters  were  effective  in  abating  these  nuisances  and  formal  action 
was  found-to  be  -  unnecessary. 

In  view  of  the  recent  publicity  in  the  national  and  local  press 
regarding  washing  facilities  in  food  premises,  and  proposals  by  various 
bodies  to  check  food  premises  within  the  town  themselves,  it  should  be 
noted  that  these  matters  have  been  checked  and  dealt  with  for  many  years 
by  the  public  health,  department,  and  that  there  are  no  food  handling 
establishments  within  the  Town  which  were  not  provided  with  reasonable 
washing  facilities  at  the  end  of  19 63. 
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3.  MOBILE  VEHICLES  SELLING  FOOD: 


During  the  year  89  inspections  were  made  of  mobile  vehicles 
selling  ice  cream  and  48  inspections  were  made  ‘of  mobile  vehicles 
selling  other  foods* 

#  V  ......  *  » 

Increasing  numbers  of  ice-cream  vendors  are  evident  in  the  town, 
particularly  during  the  evenings  and  weekends.  Whilst  these  vehicles 
are  usually  kept  clean,  cases  of  failure  to  display  the  owner’s  name 
and  address  or  inadequate  handwashing  facilities  were  found.  In  all 
such  cases  the  offenders  were  informed  of  their  obligation  to  comply 
with  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the 
vehicles  were  inspected  again  as  soon  as  possible,  to  check  that  the 
necessary  work  had  received  attention. 
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GENERAL ,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 


FACTORIES  ACT,  19 6l 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Premises 

(i) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 
FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 
OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 


Inspections 

Number  of 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(2) 

(3) 

U) 

177 

31 

0 

■  9 

1 

0 

33 

2 

0 

Totals  219 


34 


0 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 


Particulars  Found 

(1)  (2) 

Sanitary  Conveniences,  S.7» 

Insufficient  . . .  2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  30 

Not  separate  for  sexes  0 


Remedied 

(3) 


2 

30 

0 


Referred 
by  H«M, 
Inspector 

lif'miW-rrlHlH  II  ll—l  Hl~  > 

(M 


0 

3 

0 


Number  of 
offences  in 
’esnect  of 


which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 


(5) 


0 

0 

0 


Totals  32  32 


3 


0 


3.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
(a)  Outworkers 

The  occupiers  of  two  local  factories  distribute  work  to  three  local 
out-workers  and  also  to  three  out-workers  living  elsewhere  in  Hertfordshire 
and  to  one  out-worker  living  in  London.  The  local  outwork  is  carried  on 
in  clean  and  satisfactory  premises.  No  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen 
during  the  year.  In  addition  eight  local  out-workers  are  employed  by 
firms  whose  premises  are  in  London.  In  addition  one  out -worker  is  employed 
by  a  firm  whose  premises  are  in  Harpenden,  and  another  by  a  firm  whose 
premises  are  in  Luton. 
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(b)  Factories  -  General  Information 


The  Factories  Act,  1962,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1962, 
and  repealed  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  been 
built  during  the  past  forty-one  years.  The  construction  of  the  first 
factory  in  the  town  was  commenced  in  1922  and  after  completion  was 
occupied  by  Dawnays  Ltd.  Health  conditions  are  generally  satisfactory. 
Infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 


Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alteration  of  existing 
factories  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they  are 
approved. 

The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they  do  not  comply 
with  Sections  37  or  43  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  'There  the  plans 
submitted  did  not  comply,  amendments  were  informally  negotiated  with  the 
proposers  and  compliance  secured.  Where  there  was  no  legal  authority 
to  reject  the  plans,  but  the  erection  or  alteration  contained  in  the  plans 
was  likely  to  give  rise  to  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  19 6l,  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  this  was  pointed 
out  to  the  proposers,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  secure  prior  compliance 
with  these  Acts,  by  them. 


4*  RODENT  CONTROL 

( a )  Administration 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  A  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed. 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 

Rats,  mice  or  rats  and  mice,  were  found  to  be  present  on  155  premises. 
Details  of  the  type  of  infestation  found  on  those  premises  are  as  follows : - 


No.  of  Premises  No.  of  Visits 


Rat  s  . . 0  . 0 . 

0  #  0  •  •  • 

135 

2,083 

Mice  . 

♦  O  V  9  0  0 

17 

372 

Rats  and  Mice 

0OC  000 

__3 

69 

Totals 

155 

2,526 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  premises  found  infested  are  as  follows 


No.  of  premises  infested  by  Rats 
No.  of  premises  infested  by  Mice 
No.  of  premises  infested  by  Rats 

and  Mice 


Local 

Business  and 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Industrial 

Property 

Houses 

Premises 

1 

104 

30 

— 

11 

6 

- 

- 

3 

i 

1 

115 

39 
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Five  hundred  and  thirty  eight  visits  were  made  to  premises  during 
the  year  in  which  neither  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice  was  subsequently 
confirmed* 

Details  of  visits  paid  to  the  various  types  of  property  whether 
they  proved  to.be  infested  or  not  are  as  follows 

Number  of  Visits 

Rat  s 


Business  and  Commercial  Premises  ...  1,031 

Local  Authority  Property  ( excluding 

houses)  143 

All  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,224 

The  total  of  these  visits  was  3,064. 

Where  premises  are  found  to  be  infested  repeat  treatments  are  carried 
out  at  intervals  until  the  results  show  that  all  rats  or  mice  which  were 
present  have  been  destroyed.  Rats  are  infrequently  found  inside  Welwyn 
G-arden  City  houses.  Eight  such  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year, 

( c)  Chargeable  Work 

Houses  are  treated  free  but  a  charge  has  to  be  made  for  rodent 
destruction  at  Commercial  and  Industrial  premises.  The  charge  is  levied 
either  by  Contract  or  "Private  Works"  in  respect  of  Commercial  and  Industrial 
premises.  In  either  case  the  agreement  of  the  occupier  of  such  premises  is 
obtained  before  the.  chargeable  work. is  commenced.  At  the  31st  December,  1963, 
twenty  four  firms  had  taken  out  twenty  eight  contracts  in  respect  of  twenty 
nine  premises,  the  income  from  these  contracts  then  being  at  the  rate  of 
£195  a  year.  The  income  from  "Private  Works"  during  the  year  was  £4-0.  6s.  91  <> 

(d)  Sewers 

No  evidence  of  infestation  by  rats  in  the  Council’s  sewers,  which 
convey  foul  water,  was  found  during  the  year. 

3.  INSECT  PESTS 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  complaints  vvTere  received, 
of  which  five  on  inspection  were  not  confirmed.  Three  hundred  and  sixty 
visits  were  made  to  destroy  the  pests  found  present  in  the  remaining  one 
hundred  and  seventy  two  premises. 

The  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed  by  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  number  of  visits  made  by  them 
to  the  infested  premises  for  that  purpose. 


Mi,ce  Rats  and  Mice 

479  69 


118 

« 
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Pest 

No.  of  premises 

No.  of  Visits 

affected 

made 

Beetles 

c  •  • 

0  0  9 

0  0  0 

2 

11 

Ants 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

5 

12 

Plies 

O  0  O 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

9 

15 

Bees 

com 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

6 

10 

Fleas 

com 

O  0  0 

9  0  0 

4 

11 

Silver  Fish 

9  0  9 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

1 

2 

Bed  Bugs 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

0  0  0 

3 

10 

Wasps 

0  o  o 

0  9  0 

O  O  0 

141 

287 

Caterpillars 

mom 

0  O  O 

0  9  9 

1 

2 

172 

360 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,,  insect  powder  was  supplied  free  to 
occupiers  where  pressure  of  work  or  the  circumstances  of  the  particular 
case  made  personal  attention  either  not  possible  or  unnecessary.  Seventy 
three  occupiers  were  supplied  with  the  free  issue.  The  Council  has 
instructed  that  a  charge  of  5/-  shall  be  made  where  visits  are  made  to  a 
house  to  destroy  ants. 
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G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B. ,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
C.  A.  BAILEY,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
J.  CABOURNE,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector 
R.  EDLIN,  M.R.S.H,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector 
P.  C.  WARD 


Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative: 
L.A.  LAWRENCE. 

Clerks : 

Mrs.  J.  BANKS. 

A.A.W.  CALLABY. 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


I 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 


Population  (mid  year  19 63)  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1964 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1964 
Product  of  a  penny  rate  19 63/64 


000 


0  •  0 


21,9  4-3 

42,310 

12,348 

£2,363,239 

£10,537 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Male  Female  Total 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  183  186  369 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Number  A29  394  823 

Rate  per  1,000  population  19.5 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS  6.3 

STILLBIRTHS 


Number  7  7  14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  l6„7 

TOTAL  LIVE  .AND  STILL  BIRTHS  837 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  year)  24 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  ”  "  ”  I?  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  ri  M  "  Illegitimate  "  M 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ■■  .  , 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  (Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including,  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


29 . 2 

28.2 

47.6 


17.0 


14.6 


31.1 


1 

1.  2 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General' s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  1963 
was  42,310  compared  with  41,350  at  mid  1962.  The  natural  increase 
of  population  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  "was  454  compared 
with  441  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

No  major  factor  affected  the  death  rate  for  the  District  over  the 
year.  The  following  table  gives  the  main  causes  of  death,  Heart  Disease, 
Cerebral  Vascular  accidents  and  Cancer  accounting  for  well  over  half  the 

total. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  thrombosis 

Leukaemia 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  disease 

Diabetes 

Nephritis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  etc. 

Pregnancy 

Congenital  malformation 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Other  defined  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average 

cmcLjsmai imuLVj 

past  five 

years 

1 

^  , 

1 

2 

24 

37 

61 

61 

27 

46 

73 

62 

— 

3 

3 

1 

61 

46 

107 

90 

9 

7 

16 

15 

10 

11 

21 

11 

11 

5 

16 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

- 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

2 

12 

11 

23 

11 

2 

1 

3 

2 

18 

13 

31 

26 

183  186  369 


Deaths  from  Cancer: 


Total  6l 


Respiratory  tract  10  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  11 

Breast  12  Uterus  4 

Unclassified  24 

r 

Deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents  (23)  were  well  above 
the  average  and  also  deaths  from  pneumonia  ( 21)  for  which  the  severe 
weather  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  may  have  been  responsible. 

Of  the  107  deaths  from  heart  disease,  62  were  due  to  Coronary  Thrombosis* 
There  was  one  maternal  death  and  one  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Of  the  61  deaths  from  cancer  during  the  year,  the  primary  growth  in 
10  instances  was  situated  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus. 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates : 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant 
Mortality  Rates  since  1959  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  for  19 65. 
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cd 
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1960  . 
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1962 
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14.8 

16.6 

3.8 

7,7 

29.2 


21.1 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transf errable  births  a 
net  total  of  823  live  births  was  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  44  on  the  previous  year.  The  adjusted  birth  rate 
shows  a  definite  rise  to  17,7  pew  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with 
15 06  for  the  previous  year. 

Death  Rate 


The  adjusted  death  rate  of  10,2  per  1,000  of  the  population 
approximates  closely  to  the  average  of  previous  years  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  national  rate. 
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Infant  Mortality 


Twenty  three  infant  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  29,2,  a  marked  increase  on  the  average  for 
recent  years.  Detailed  consideration  of  these  infant  deaths  by  agCb, 
shows  that  the  factors  causing  death  fall  into  two  well  defined  groups 


(a)  Fourteen  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  10  days  due  to  factors 
associated  with  pregnancy  and  delivery. 

(b)  Ten  deaths  occurring  between  the  1st  and  10th  month  of  life  mainly 
due  to  acute  infections  and  accidental  causes. 

Taking  the  first  group,  the  causes  of  death  were:- 


Congenital  defect  -  1  deaths 

prematurity  —  8  deaths  —  2  with  associateu 

birth  trauma 

Birth  Trauma  -  2  deaths 

Four  of  the  deaths  from  prematurity  occurred  in  two  sets  of  twin 
pregnancies.  Two  babies  delivered  at  home  died  from  congenital  defects 
while  the  remaining  twelve  babies  were  delivered  in  hospital.  Prematurity 
is  a  recognised  hazard  of  twin  pregnancy,  and  the  two  sets  of  very 
immature  infants  failed  to  survive  more  than  a  few  hours  with  the^ most 
expert  care.  The  four  deaths  in  which  birth  trauma  was  a  factor,  all. 
occurred  in  hospital  where  by  selection  the  majority  of  difficult  deliveries 

occur. 

Overall  it  is  reasonable  therefore  to  conclude  regarding  these 
fourteen  infant  deaths  that  there  was  no  fault  in  the  standard  of 
ante  natal  care,  selection  for  hospital  delivery,  delivery  and 
subsequent  care,  and  that  domiciliary  midwifery  played  no  part. 

In  the  second  group  of  infant  deaths,  nine  children  died  between 
the  first  and  tenth  month  of  life  from  acute  infections  except  for  one 
infant  resulting  from  congenital  defects  and  two  from  accidental  causes. 

One  death  at  the  age  of  seven  months  from  pneumonia  and 
congenital  heart  disease  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  measure  of  successful 
treatment  of  a  congenital  defect.  Of  the  two  accidental  deaths  one 
occurred  in  tragic  circumstances  associated  with  parental  suicide  while 
the  other  due  to  aspiration  of  vomit  may  have  been  a  terminal  event 
masking  the  true  cause,  vis.  acute  epiglottitis.  One  baby  died  ot 
meningitis  in  hospital.  One  was  obviously  a  severe  asthmatic  and 
its  respiratory  infection  was  such  that  it  and  the  asthma  produced  a 
further  embarrassment  of  cardiac  failure. 

The  other  four  deaths  from  respiratory  tract  infections  were 
all  caused  by  what  can  be  fulminating  infections  -  virus  pneumonia, 
b roncho -pneumonia ,  acute  epiglottitis  and  acute  bronchiolitis.  The 
first  two  causes  occurred  in  babies  of  1  and  2  months  and  the  second  in 
babies  of  9  and  11  months. 
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Although  these  24  infant  deaths  must  be  considered  to  be  excessive, 
there  would  not  appear  to  be  any  specific  conclusions  that  can  be  drawn. 
They  do  perhaps  point  to  the  need  for  continuing  investigation  into  the 
causes  of  congenital  defects  and  prematurity. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  from  medical  practitioners  during  the  year:- 


Diphtheria 

Nil 

Dysentery 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

60 

Erysipelas 

1 

Measles 

418 

Pneumonia 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Once  again  I  am  pleased  to  report  another  year  of  freedom  from 
diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  major  infectious  diseases.  There  were 
more  notifications  of  whooping  cough  than  in  recent  years  among  young 
pre-school  children  in  Hatfield,  Welham  Green  and  Brookmans  Park 
districts,  mainly  during  the  Spring  and  Summer  months.  Measles 
was  also  troublesome  among  young  children  throughout  the  District 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  majority  being  mild  infections 
with  few  sequelae. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  department,  although  a  few  cases  of  gastro  enteritis  of 
mixed  origin  were  investigated.  These  all  responded  rapidly  to  treatment 
by  the  medical  practitioners. 

In  April  a  kennelmaid  at  a  local  quarantine  kennels  was 
bitten  on  the  hand  by  a  dog  which  subsequently  died  in  convulsions. 
Following  consultation  with  technical  officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  arrangements 
were  made  with  her  medical  practitioner  for  her  to  receive  a  course  of 
anti  rabies  inoculations. 

Tuberculosis 

The  register  of  notifications  was  reviewed  with  the  Chest 
Physicians  and  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  number  of  patients 
being  reduced  from  301  to  238  at  the  end  of  1963 . 

Five  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  giving  an  attack  rate  of  0.12  per  1,000,  for  the  year. 

In  addition  14  persons  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chest  Physicians, 
mainly  from  the  London  area  transferred  into  the  District.  There 
was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  periodic  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
to  the  major  industrial  units  in  the  area,  the  mobile  unit  visits 
Queen sway  Health  Centre  on  Tuesday  afternoons  for  persons  referred  by 
local  medical  practitioners. 
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The  year  1963  saw  the  completion  of  the  new  estate  at  Essendon  which 
provides  27  2/3  bedroomed  houses  and  5  pensioners  bungalov/s. 

A  good  start  was  made  to  the  scheme  for  73  new  flats  and  maisonettes 
in  Longmead,  Hatfield  known  as  ’Northfield’ ,  the  first  block'  of  flats  to 
become  available  in  mid  196k.  The  completion  of  these  flats  will  be  the 
starting  signal  for  the  exodus  of  families  from  the  105  aluminium  bungalows 
on  the  Birchwood  Estate,  which  have  now  served  their  useful  period  of 
occupation.  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  all  be  rehoused  at  ; ’Northfield* 
or  elsewhere  by  March  1965*  with  the  subsequent  opportunity  for  clearance 
and  redevelopment  of  the  prefab  bungalow  site. 

6  maisonettes  and  3  pensioners  flats  are  under  construction 
on  the  corner  of  Birchwood  Close/Avenue ,  and  the  Warden  scheme  of  18  one 
bedroomed  flats  in  Burfield  Close,  Wellfield  Road  should  be  ready  for 
letting  late  in  1964.  Plans  have  also  recently  been  approved  by  the  Council 
for  a  further  18  houses  and  30  one  bedroom  and  4  two  bedroomed  maisonettes 
at  Welham  G-reen,  while  a  draft  scheme  for  26  houses  for  sale  on  Stockbreach 
Common  has  been  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  has  assisted  the  Development  Corporation  in  a  small  way 
by  providing  some  dwellings  for  a  few  families  in  Beaconsfield  Road 
redevelopment  area  whose  needs  the  Council  were  better  able  to  meet  than 
the  Corporation  who  will  of  course  make  a  similar  number  of  properties 
available  to  the  Council  for  families  from  their  waiting  list. 

Housing  Waiting  List 

Because  the  rate  of  progress  through  the  housing  list  has  slowed 
up  considerably,  the  bulk  of  applicants  being  rehoused  are  those  where 
special  circumstances  arise,  such  as  eviction  or  serious  ill  health 
dictating  the  need  for  more  suitable  or  more  adequate  housing  accommodation. 
The  waiting  list  grows  larger  as  each  day  passes,  although  a  constant 
review  of  applications  is  to  be  maintained  in  an  endeavour  to  measure 
more  accurately  the  current  housing  problem.  Only  about  50/  of  the  952 
present  applications  indicate  a  need  for  alternative  housing  accommodation. 
Three  main  features  stand  out  from  amongst  fresh  applications;  (l)  families 
who  come  to  Hatfield  either  to  tied  accommodation,  to  premises  at  rents 
higher  than  they  can  really  afford,  or  to  dwellings  too  small  for  size  of 
family,  and  hence  immediately  apply  to  the  Council;  (2)  applicants  who 
occupy  "tied  accommodation  and  find  a  need  to  change  employment  or  seek 
greater  security  as  their  families  grow  and  (3)  couples  marrying  at  a 
very  much  younger  age  v/ithout  any  planning  as  to  where  they  can  establish 
a  home,  however  temporarily. 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following  figures:^ 

31,12,62  31. 12o 63 


Number  of  properties  owned  by  the  Council  2392 
Number  of  families  rehoused: - 


2396 


New  houses  at  Essendon 
To  fill  vacancies 

Nominated  to  Development  Corporation 


5 

4-9 

38 


27) 

38)  130 
45) 


Exchanges  and  Transfers 


47 


Number  on  list  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


G-eneral  Need 
Pensioners  List 


The  1962  Report  figure  of  878  included  transfer  applications; 
the  figures  now  given  do  not  include  applications  for  transfer. 

The  Development  Corporation  have  continued  to  expand  their 
housing  estates  in  the  Downs  area,  in  the  centre  of  Hatfield,  and 
in  The  Ryde,  a  total  of  110  houses  being  completed  during  the  year. 
Unfortunately  some  delay  was  caused  by  the  severe  winter  of  62/63. 
which  has  resulted 'in  somfe  extension  of  the  waiting  list  for  applicants 
from  the  London  area,  the  usual  waiting  period  now  being  some  2w  ~  3  years. 

Another  noticeable  feature  of  the  recently  developed  estates 
is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  garages  available,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  when  these  estates  are  completed  and  all  garages  and  houses 
occupied,  the  problem  of  street  car  parking  should  not  arise  in  any 
serious  proportions. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER: 


Further  progress  has  been  made  in  securing  connections  to  the  Lee 
Valley  Water  Company  mains  as  referred  to  later. 

The  district  is  supplied  almost  entirely  by  the  one  Company,  except 

for  private  supplies  from  individual  wells  etc. 

♦ 

*  •  *  •  i 

Summaries  of  bacteriological  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Company 
throughout  the  district  are  furnished  regularly  to  the  Health  Department 
and  these  have  without  exception  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  Mains  Coverage  in  this  rural  authority  is 
given  by  the  following  facts 

The  total  number  of  domestic  premises  is  approximately  12,500,  and  at 
December  31,  1963  all  but  97  were  connected  i.e.  99.3%. 

The  Public  Analyst’s  report  on  a  combined  chemical  and  bacteriological 
sample  taken  from  the  Company’ s  Main  Supply  by  the  public  health  inspector-^ 
is  summarised  as  follows 


Chemical  Examination 


Reaction  pH 


7.1 


Parts  per  million 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia*  * 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  the 
organic  matter 
Nitrite 
Nitrate 


0.03 

0.05 


0.20 

Nil 

18 


Hardness  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 


Temporary 

-L 

Permanent 


Chlorine  (as  Cl) 


226 

70 

29 


Total  dissolved  solid  matter 


( Dried 


424 


Copper 

Lead 

Zinc 


0.01 

Insignificant  trace 


»j 
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MThe  water  contains  20  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre ,  of  which  only 
3  were  found  to  be  capable  of  developing  at  blood  heat  (37°0)*  This  ratio 
of  blood  heat  to  total  organisms  is  quite  small  and  constitutes  a  satisfactory 
feature”. 

’’These  waters  have  been  carefully  tested  for  the  presence  of 
B.coli  communis  and  B,  enteriditis  sporogenes,  but  in  all  cases  with 
completely  negative  results,  although  as  much  as  50  cubic  centimetres  of 
the  water  was  used  for  testing  for  the  former  and  25  cubic  centimetres  for 
the  latter  organism”; 

i.  ■  —  ;* 

’’Other  gas-producing  bacteria,  capable  of  developing  at  blood  heat, 
were  also  absent  and  streptococci  could  not  be  detected”. 

’’Having  regard  to  all,  our  results,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  this  water  complies  in  all  respects  with  the  requirements  of  a  supply 
intended  for  use  both  for  drinking  and  other  domestic  purposes”. 


(b)  Private 


The  number  of  private  supplies  -  by  v/ells,  bores,  etc.  in  the  entire 
rural  district  is  now  reduced  to  18,  covering  97  dwellings ,  compared  with 
21  and  111-  respectively  the  previous  year,  (1962). 


Samples  of  these  were  taken  throughout  the  year  and  the  laboratory 
results  are  summarised  below.  These  are,  I  think,  very  satisfactory, 
especially  as  this  part  of  Hertfordshire  is  known  for  its  swallow  hole 
character. 


Water 


1963 


No.  of  No.  of 
Sources  dwellings 


No.  of 


Satis-  Unsatis- 


served 

taken 

Astwick 

1 

2 

2 

2 

- 

Coopers  Green 

2 

6/1 

4 

4 

- 

Essendon  (Hatfield  Parish) 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

Mill  Green 

2 

2 

4 

4 

- 

Newgate  Street 

1 

14 

9 

3 

6 

North  Mymms 

4 

n/5/2/1 

13 

9 

4 

Northaw 

1 

17 

- 

- 

— 

Roe  Hyde 

2 

6/1 

4 

4 

- 

Stanbo rough 

4 

14/1/1/1 

7 

7 

- 

Symondshyde 

1 

6 

2 

2 

— 

Woodside 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Lemsford  (Cress  Beds) 

— 

— 

Total 

20 

105 

50 

40 

10 

Remarks 

The  well  in  Newgate  Street  (Ponsbourne  Park)  was  cut  off  before  the 
end  of  the  year  and  all  of  the  14  pottages  were  connected  to  the  main  supply 
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at  the  instigation  of  this  Council,  and  with  a  grant  from  the  County 
Council,  The  6  failures  reported  above  were  taken  early  in  the  year, 
prior  of  course  to  connections. 

•  i 4  • 

Each  of  the  four  failures  at  North  Mymms  Park  was  recorded  at  a  very 
remote  dwelling  -  "Oak  Cottage",  The  domestic  supply  is  via  a  hand  lift 
pump  from  a  well,  and  although  the  well  water  proved  satisfactory  on  four 
consecutive  samples,  the  pump  supply  failed  on  the  corresponding  occasions, 
and  in  fact  shewed  faecal  organisms  ranging  from  90  to  180+  per  ml. 

Visually  it  seemed  obvious  that  the  pump  barrel  was  subject  to 
considerable  fouling  by  birds  perching  thereon.  The  public  health  inspectors 
sterilised  the  barrel  with  chloros  and  asked  the  tenant  to  provide  a  suitable 
cover  to  afford  protection  from  droppings.  This  was  done  and  subsequent^ 
samples  were  satisfactory,  but  this  supply  has  always  been  fickle  bacterio- 
logically. 

Edgell  Cottage ,  Holwell  -  Notice  was  served  under  section  138,  Public 
Health  Act,  193^  as  amended  by  the  1961  Act,  to  connect  to  the  main  supply. 
On  default  the  Council  carried  out  the  necessary  work  and  recovered  the 
cost  in  excess  of  the  first  £6 0  payable  by  the  owner. 


ipe  Supplies. 


The  number  of  houses  served  by  standpipes  is  five,  made  up  as 
follows 


Hatfield  Parish  -  3.  Northaw  Parish  -  2. 


The  number  of 


These  should  be  abolished  in  the  near  future,,,  but  await  the  opportune 
time  for  general  improvement,  conversion  of  2  dwellings  into  one  etc.,  and 
as  usual  consideration  of  the  elderly  tenants  for  possible  rehousing  with 
minimum  upset. 


HOUSING : 


Slum  Clearance  Progress 

Once  again  it  should  be  emphasised  that  "slums"  in  the  accepted 
meaning  do  not  exist  in  this  authority. 

The  remaining  tenants  from  the  small  Clearance  Area  Nos.  10-20 
(even  Nos.)  Dellsome  Lane,  Welham  Green,  subsequently  purchased  by 
agreement  by  the  Council,  were  rehoused  during  the  year,  and  although 
tenders  were  being  .considered,  demolition  was  not  effected  by  the  end  of 
the  calendar  year. 

Individually  unfit  houses  are  always  under  consideration  and  some 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  either  formally  or  informally , 

Following  is  a  summary  of  unfit  houses  closed  or  demolished: - 
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(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  or  formal 
procedure  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  « «  e  . »  .  e » , »  2 

(b)  Unfit  houses  closed  oe  ooo<?oooooe.o©oc®c  i  ooo«oooocooc.cooooeco..  4 

Explanation  of  above:- 

(a)  \2  Thornton  Road,  Little  Heath  -  informally  l)2 

Warren  Lodge,  G-reat  North  Road,  Hatfield  -  formally  l) 


(b)  3  Virginia  Cottage,  Heath  Road,  Little  Heath 

1  &  2  Chapmans  Yard,  Park  Street,  Hatfield 
1  &  2  Old  Fiddle  Cottage,  College  Lane,  Hatfield 

(occupied  as  one  dwelling) 


-  informally  l) 

-  formally  -2)4 

-  formally  l) 


Rent  Act,  1957  -  Certificates 


One  application  was  received  during  the  year  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair* 


The  total  number  received  since  the  Act  came  into  force  in  195/  is 
fifty-nine . 


Housing  Acts,-  Improvement  Grants. 

Twenty-five  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  during 

the  year*  Eight  were  in  respect  of  Standard  Grants  and  seventeen  for 

Discretionary,  all  of  which  were  approved.  More  than  half  (.52$)  were  for 
tenanted  houses,  a  figure  well  above  the  national  average. 

The  following  amenities  were  provided  in  connection  with  completed 
Schemes  during  1963:- 

W.  C 1  s  ...........  19  Hot  Water  Systems  ' .  20 

Baths  . ,  o  o . .  „  . . . .  19  Wash-hand  Basins  ..•••...•••  20 

Food  Stores  .....  17 

During  the  last  quarter  of  1962,  a  survey  of  the  district  was  carried 
out  by  the  staff,  particularly  in  those  areas  most  suitable  for  improvement, 
through  lack  of  amenities,  by  way  of  baths,  hot  water,  etc.  Well  over  five 
hundred  dwellings  v/ere  visited  and  letters  under  the  Clerk  of  the  Council’s 
signature  were  sent  to  individual  owners,  with  the  object  of  encouraging 
them  to  undertake  improvement  schemes  with  the  aid  of  a  grant. 

Fair  success  has  been  achieved  in  the  Little  Heath  area  and  at  Lemsford 
Village,  the  latter  no  doubt  was  helped  by  the  fact  that  a  main  drainage 
scheme  was  completed  during  the  year.  Nevertheless,  it  cannot  be  claimed 
that  the  present  method  of  persuasion  to  improve  property  is  a  great  success 
and  this  has  been  confirmed  throughout  the  Country  as  a  whole,  but  it  is  a 
slow  process  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  just  a  few  improvements  in  a 
prescribed  area  have  the  effect  of  encouraging  others  to  follow  suit  if  the 
job  is  well  done. 

Of  the  514  houses  surveyed  52  owners  indicated  their  intention  of 
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submitting  schemes  for  grant  aid,  some  of  which  were  approved  and 
completed  during  the  year. 

If  and  when  compulsory  powers  are  given  to  local  authorities,  the 
building  labour  in  this  area  will  be  hard  put  to  accelerate  work  in  this 
respect.  However,  it  is  certain  that  Hatfield  has  a  relatively  higher 
proportion  of  properties  with  all  the  specified  amenities  than  most  Rural 
District  Councils. 

Triennial  re-in speot ions 

Triennial  visits  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  all 
dwellings  for  which  grants  have  been  made  since  the  scheme  first  came 
into  operation,  to  ascertain  that  the  properties  are  being  maintained 
satisfactorily  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year  73  such  visits  were  made,  and  where  appropriate  owners 
were  required  to  carry  out  repairs  of  a  minor  nature. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

A  good  deal  of  the  Department’s  time  was  taken  up  with  visits  under 
this  heading,  and  considerable  progress  was  recorded  in  the  general 
well-being,  lay-out  and  amenity  of  sites,  a  number  of  the  medium  sites 
have  been  improved  to  a  remarkable  degree,  with  W.C.’s.,  hot  and  cold 
water,  washing  facilities  and  proper  drainage. 

The  major  problem  during  the  year  arose  from  the  increased  number 
of  itinerant  gipsies  scattered  throughout  the  district  on  roadside  verges 
at  North  Orbital  Road,  Coopers  Green,  Grubbs  Lane  and  the  main  Hertford  Road. 
At  one  time  forty-three  caravans,  together  with  a  similar  number  of  vans 
and  lorries,  were  encamped  on  the  Hertford  Road  verges  over  a  distance  of 
approximately  §  mile.  In  addition,  because  of  scrap  sorting,  and  car 
breaking,  thirty  car  hulks  we re  abandoned  over  this  stretch. 

Police  action  taken  on  a  number  of  occasions  resulted  in  nominal  fines 
being  imposed  but  it  was  unfortunate  that  these  itinerants  became  aware  of 
plans  for  establishing  a  "temporary”  licensed  site  in  the  vicinity  in  the 
early  part  of  1964;,  for  there  was  great  reluctance  to  move  on  for  fear  of 
losing  a  claim  for  a  pitch,  which  would  mean  a  respite  from  repeated  official 
jostling.  Contrary  to  popular  belief  perhaps,  the  public  health  aspects 
were  minor  compared  with  the  appalling  litter  of  scrap  iron  and  other 
material  scattered  over  the  verges,  hedgerows  and  ditches. 

The  year  1963  was  a  difficult  one  in  this  respect,  but  there  is  every 
hope  that  circumstances  will  greatly  improve  within  the  next  twelve  months, 
since  the  greater  part  of  the  road  verges  will  be  required  for  road  widenin 
and  because  a  licensed  site  will  be  available  for  those  particular  diddicoy 
of  Hertfordshire  stock. 
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tlO  CQ 


He r on s  C ourt ,  By  Pass,  Hatfield, 

StensiTe  Condensation 

Herons  Court  consists  of  two  three  storey-blocks  representing  thirty 
flats  in  total  and  were  constructed  in  1959- 

During  the  prolonged  spell  of  bitter  weather  in  early  1963  very 
severe  and  extensive  conditions  of  dampness  began  to  show  in  the  front 
external  and  to  a  lesser  degree  the  rear  external  walls,  part  of  the 
ground  floor  ceilings  and  the  front  roofs  only,  of  the  great  majority  ot 

the  dwellings. 

The  first  impression  was  that  it  could  only  be  penetrating  dampness 
and  perhaps  some  rising  damp,  but  investigation  over  some  weeks  proved 
conclusively  that  it  was  severe  condensation. 

The  remarkable  fact  was  noted  that  although  all  ground  floor  flats 
were  identical  as  were  1st  floor  flats,  the  degree  of  effect  was  not.  Of 
two  neighbouring  tenants,  one  could  be  intolerably  damp,  while  the . other 
was  quite  dry,  which  strongly  suggested  that  modes  of  heating  and  individual 

habits  were  a  major  factor. 

There  are  no  open  fireplaces,  the  lower  walls  are  cavity  construction 
and  the  roofs  are  of  interlocking  aluminium  sheeting,  with  a  very  low 
pitch  at  the  front. 

Advice  was  sought  from  Garston  Building  Research  Station,  who  advocated 
measures  of  thermal  insulation,  on  inside  surfaces  of  external  walls,  in 
effect  a  J"  cavity.  The  entire  roof  was  stripped  and  under  felted  with 
continuous  sheets  of  tentest,  insulated  with  glass  wool  and  re-covered  with 

aluminium. 

The  1st  floor  flats  are  entered  by  way  of  a  l-’  concrete  footpath  or 
verandah  extending  the  whole  length  of  each  block,  the  underside  of  which 
"forms  the  ceiling  of  the  ground  floor  flats,  and  although  covered  by  the 
upper  rooms  are  quite  open  at  the  front,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  severe 
frosts.  The  result  was  that  in  a  number  of  cases,  where  flats  were  vacated 
during  office  hours,  tenants  would  turn  on  all  heat  available  around 
tea-time  and  in  time  the  concrete  would  sweat  to  an  extreme  degree,  and  in 
fact  dripped  moisture  in  considerable  quantities  in  some  cases. 

The  ceilings  in  all  cases  to  a  depth  of  4’  back  from  front  walls  were 
insulated  in  the  same  way  as  the  walls. 

The  cost  involved  was  great,  but  to  date  measures  taken  have  proved 
completely  effective,  but  perhaps  final  assessment  will  only  be  possible 
if  and  when  similar  weather  conditions  return  as  occurred  in  January, 
February  and  March,  19 63. 

DRAINAGE 

Once  again  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  by  the  public 
health  inspectors  in  dealing  with  complaints  arising  from  rural  drainage, 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks.  More  often  than  not  it  is  of  course  an  un- 
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pleasant  task  and  often  protracted,  but  one  can  usually  secure  improvement 
of  a  permanent  nature,  although  weather  conditions  and  stoppages  have  to  be 
contended  with. 

Following  are  a  few  items  of  progress  to  report 
Hawkshead  Lane 


Although  some  houses  in  Hawkshead  Lane  have  been  connected  to  the 
sewer  for  some  years,  fourteen  were  still  dependant  on  cesspool  or  septic 
tank  drainage.  A  number  of  owners  had,  in  the  past,  allowed  sewage  to 
drain  via  overflows  into  the  roadside  ditches,  and  this  eventually  built 
up  and  gave  rise  to  complaints  to  the  Health  Department,  Unfortunately  the 
existing  sewer  at  the  west  extremity  was  too  high  to  take  the  other  fourteen 
houses,  but  the  Royal  Veterinary  College  had  recently  connected  its  own 
community  to  the  Brookmans  Park  sewer,  via  a  field,  a  distance  of  x  mile 
or  more  and  by  negotiation  the  Council  was  permitted  to  link  up  all 
remaining  properties.  A  very  happy  solution  to  a  persistent  public  health 
nuisance. 

Lemsford  Village 

At  long  last  the  drainage  difficulties  in  Lemsford  were  largely 
resolved  with  the  availability  of  a  sewer.  As  a  community  this  was  probably 
the  most  pressing  drainage  need  in  the  district,  and  with  the  river  Lee 
passing  within  6  feet  or  so  of  the  rear  of  some  cottages,  any  satisfactory 
solution  other  than  provision  of  a  sewer  system,  seemed  virtually  impossible. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  34  dwellings  have  now  been 
connected. 


In  a  number  of  cases  the  owners  were  approached  with  the  object  of 
encouraging  them  to  take  advantage  of  grants  to  provide  in  addition,  baths, 
hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  internal  W. C.!s  etc.  The  two  schemes  were 
complement a ry  to  one  another  and  very  good  progress  was  assured. 


"Claustan”,  Tylers  Causeway. 

This  bungalow,  well  off  the  Causeway,  had  no  drainage  system  at  all. 
The  owner/ occupier  was  in  no  way  disposed  to  improve  matters,  but  after 
considerable  effort,  it  was  agreed  that  following  service  of  a  notice 
under  Sections  39  and  275 ,  Public  Health  Act  1936,  the  Council  would  carry 
out  the  necessary  work  at  his  expense  and  recover  the  cost  over  a  period 
of  5  years. 

Work  involved  included  W. C.  apartment,  new  drainage,  and  septic  tank. 
MRed  Cottage”,  Northaw  Road  West 

Connected  to  sewer.  Cesspool  abolished. 


Essendonbury  Farm  -  House 


New  septic  tank  and  drainage  provided, 
previously  existed. 


No  satisfactory  system 


NUISANCES  ABATED:  CONTRAVENTIONS  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


Houses 


Roofs  RN  or  RP  H 
Chimney  Stacks  Rebuilt  or  RP  4 
R.  Water  G-utters/Pipes  RN  or  RP  13 
Walls  Repointed  or  Rendered  13 
Wall  or  Ceiling  Plaster  RN  or  RP  16 
Floors  RN  or  RP  9 
Windows  or  Doors  RN'  or  RP  11 
Fireplaces  RN  or  RP  9 
Cooking  Ranges  RN  or  RP  3 
Coppers  Provided  or  RP  1 
Stairs  RN  or  RP:  Rails  fixed  3 
Sub-floor  Ventilation  Provided  2 
Dampness  Abated  19 
Additional  Lighting  Provided  15 
Additional  Ventilation  Provided  8 
Rooms  Cleansed  or  Redecorated  21 
Foodstores  Provided  or  RP  18 
Yards  &  Passages  Paved  or  RP  2 
Earth  Removed  from  Walls  _ 3 


Sanitary  Fittings  Etca 


Internal  Water  Supplies  Provided  23 
Repair  to  Water  Supplies  12 
Sinks  Provided  or  Replaced  22 
Waste  Pipes  RN  or  RP  25 
Baths  &  Basins  Provided  or  RP  12 
Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided  23 
New  W«  C .  Compartnients  24 
W.C.  Compartments  Rebuilt  or  RP  8 
W.C.  Compartments  Cleansed  5 
W.C.  Pedestals  Provided  or  RN  26 
W.C.  Cisterns  Provided  or  RP  25 
Other  Repairs  to  W„  C .  ’  s  10 
Pailclosets  Abolished  10 
New  Drains  Constructed  32 
Drains  RP  or  Reconstructed  16 
Drains  Connected  to  Sewer  11 
Insp,  Chambers  Provided  or  RP  29 
Drains  Cleared  19 
Drains  Tested  41 
Other  Drain  Repairs  2 
Cesspools  Constructed  3 
Cesspools  Cleansed  or  Repaired  11 
Cesspools  Abolished  _ 2 


Total 


181 


391 
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General  Repairs  not  included  above 


New  Dustbins  Provided  6 
Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  1 
Rooms  Disinfested  3 


Other  Premises 

Shops  8 
Butchers  Shops  1 
Other  Food  Premises  5 


INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA: 


Total 


14 


The  following  is  a  summary  of 
Inspectors  during  the  year:- 

Public  Health  Acts 


Complaints  investigated 
Houses ,  Primary  Inspections 
Re-visits,  re,  above 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Infectious  Diseases 
Schools 

Cinemas,  Public  Halls  and  Clubs 

Workplaces  and  Offices 

Water  Supplies 

Rivers,  Streams  and  Ditches 

Drainage 

Cesspools  &  Septic  Tanks 
Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 
Flies,  Insects,  etc. 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Vacant  Lands  and  Dumps 
Smoke  Observation 
Boilerhouses  and  Furnaces 
Sundry  Nuisances  including  Noise 
G-ypsy  Caravans 
Air  Pollution  Records 

Housing  Acts 

Houses,  Primary  Inspections 
Re-visits,  re.  above 
Overcrowding 
Council  House  Applicants 
Improvement  G-rants 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 


the  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 


Total 

160 

35 

159 

319 

57 

13 

54 

11 

232 

46 

399 

182 

17 

25 

38 

70 

79 

242 

90 

60 

44 

144  2,496 


168 

323 

4 

7 

385 

9  896 
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Factories  Act 

Total 

Factories  with  Power 

96 

Factories  without  Power 

7 

Outworkers’  Premises 

Nil 

103 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Slaughterhouses 

51 

Butchers  Shops 

115 

Food  Preparing  Rooms 

93 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

34 

G-reengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

72 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

11 

G-rocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 

174 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers  Shops 

9 

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs 

113 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

132 

Factory  Canteens 

35 

School  Canteens 

15 

Public  Market  and  Food  Stalls 

214 

Other  Food  Premises 

73 

Food  Inspection 

126 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

10 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Vehicles 

125 

Water  Cress  Beds 

Nil 

Path.  Lab. 

60 

1,482 

Shops  Acts 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Nil 

Inspections 

17 

Mobile  Shops 

26 
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Clean  Air  -  Smoke  Recording  Stations 

In  October  two  smoke  recording  stations  were  set  up  in  Hatfield. 

A  list  of  five  possible  sites  was  earmarked  for  the  purpose  so  that  a 
representative  from  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research 
could  select  the  two  most  suitable .  The  sites  chosen  were  at  (a) 

Briars  Lane  Infants  School,  and  (b)  St.  Michaels  Church,  Birchwood, 

The  purpose  of  the  apparatus  is  to  obtain  a  continuous  daily 
record  of  atmospheric  pollution  and  S.O.2.,  and  entails  ten  visits  weekly. 

Since  these  first  operated  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  it  is 
too  soon  to  report  comprehensively  any  positive  results,  but  this  will 
be  done  during  1964-. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  PREMISES 


MEAT: 


ion  of  Meat  at 


e 


There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  this  district  -  situated 
at  a  pig  farm  in  Bulls  Lane,  Bell  Bar  -  and  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  G-.  King. 
Forty-two  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection,  the  total 
kill  for  the  year  being  538  pigs  and  2  calves. 

Every  carcase  and  associated  offal  was  examined  and  following  is  a 
list  of  parts  condemned  with  reasons  for  condemnation.  The  animal  health 
was  good  and  it  will  be  noted  that  by  far  the  most  common  cause  was  minor 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  spotted  livers. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  diminishing  and  is  insignificant  now 
compared  with  times  as  recent  as  the  middle  1950's. 

Number  of  Pigs  killed  and  inspected  538 

Number  of  Calves  killed  and  inspected  2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  5 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  with  Tuberculosis  0.92 % 

All  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Whole  carcases  condemned  NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  175 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  32.2 % 

Reason  for  Condemnation  -  including  parts  of  offal 

Heads  -  Tuberculosis  4 

Livers  -  Spotted  47 


Hearts  -  Pericarditis 
Lungs  -  Congestion 
-  Pneumonia 
Kidneys  -  Cysts 
Belly  -  Tuberculosis 
Foreleg  -  Arthritis  joint  -  swollen 
Carcase  trimmings  -  abscessed 


-  Abscessed 

-  Ascaris 

-  Adhesions 


1 

5 

1 

8 

92 

14 

4 

1 

1 

2 
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SOFT  ICE  CREAM 


Three  firms  of  Soft  Ice  Cream  distributors  operate  in  the  district 
from  mobile  vehicles  equipped  with  modern  Soft  Serve  freezer  units. 

Ice  Cream  from  these  vehicles  is  sampled  frequently  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  one  distributor  operating 
a  fleet  of  vehicles  from  a  Depot  situated  in  the  district  of  a  neighbouring 
Authority,  in  co-operation  with  the  Public  Health  Department  of  that 
Authority,  detailed  investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  Depot  and  on 
the  vehicles  themselves  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

The  Pasteurised  Mix,  received  in  one  gallon  sealed  polythene  packs, 
was  sampled  at  all  stages  of  handling,  prior  to  and  following  retention 
in  the  Depot  Cold  Store,  and  storage  in  the  chill  cabinets  on  the  vehicles. 
Corresponding  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  following  treatment  in  the 
freezer  units  on  the  vehicles.  During  this  investigation  the  following 
samples  were  taken 


Investigations  revealed  that  prolonged  retention  of  mix  packs, 
and  recovery  of  overrun  at  the  end  of  the  day  for  reconstitution  we re 
primary  causes  of  Sample  failure.  Elimination  of  these  practices,  in 
conjunction  with  improved  sterilisation  routines,  proved  to  be  the 
solution  to  the  problem. 


Food  Condemned  at  Shops,  S to res,  Wa r  ehou s e s^_  etc,  and  meat  other  than  at 


Slaughterhouse 

Tins  or 

Tins  or 

Food 

packets 

lbs. 

Food 

packets 

lbs. 

Fruit 

541 

650 

Vegetables 

412 

46lf 

Fish 

153 

854- 

Sait 

159 

241 

Fruit  Juices 

140 

831 

Soups 

54 

49 

Oats 

36 

61 

Corned  Beef 

22 

57i 

52 


Food 


Luncheon  Meat 

Ham 

Sauces 

Rice 

Coffee 

Pickles 

■^Assorted  Frozen 

'•'Fruit  Lollies 
Frozen  Prawns 
English  Pork 


Tins  or 
packets 


5 

13 

37 

9 

10 

353 

71 


Tins  or 


Other  Tinned  Meat  20 
Baby  Foods  48 

Milk  281 

Cream  34 

Meat  Pies  1 

Puddings  1 

'Ice  Cream  (Blocks)  46 
Wet  Fish 
I mpo rt ed  Mut ton 
Imported  Lambs  Livers 


32! 
19 
230 1 
a 


2,135 

120 

10 


* Fridge  Failures 


ANNUAL  LICENSING-  ’  -  INSPECTIONS 

«rrjm  MBgBMMWBpw—  — i  a maammeamaamssaasmassai .  -ssc- - ~Tvmr 


Places  of  Entertainment  -  Music  and  Dancing  etc. 


The  County  Council,  as  licensing  authority,  requests  district 
Councils  to  visit  places  of  entertainment  prior  to  consideration  of  annual 
licences  each  year.  Only  premises  where  dancing  or  musical  events  are 
held  are  usually  involved,  and  apart  from  the  town  of  Hatfield,  includes 
village  halls  and  other  incidental  premises.  The  main  purpose  for  public 
health  inspectors  being  asked  to  visit  is  to  check  sanitary  accommodation, 
washing  facilities  and  general  repair.  These  annual  visits  are  helpful 
in  securing  repairs  or  improvements. 

Twenty  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  for  this  purpose. 


Recently  the  Health  Department  has  been  asked  to  visit  all  clubs, 
sports  pavilions,  etc.  in  the  district  prior  to  licensing  or  renewal  of 
licences  by  the  Magistrates  Court. 
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OENERAL 


INCLUDING-  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961: 


Following  is  a  summary  of  duties  carried  out  under  the  above 

Act :  - 


Number  of  Factories  on  Register  .  ...  . ...  121 

Number  of  Inspections  made  „ . *  *  o .  . .  •  •  « •  » °  • .  103 

Number  of  Notices  served  as  a  result  of  Notifications 
from  H.M,  Inspector  of  Factories  . . . .  » . • «  • • • •  5 

Number  of  defects  remedied  . . , ,  . . . .  ....  > . . .  4 


Defects  Found 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  . . . .  • • . •  . » • .  NIL 

Unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  ....  . . « .  . • . .  5 

Factories 

With  mechanical  power  where  Section  7  enforced  ....  108 

Without  mechanical  power  ....  * . . .  ....  * • • *  14 

Notices  served  as  result  of  inspections  ....  ....  5 

RODENT  CONTROL: 


The  Council* s  rodent  officer  Mr.  L,  Lawrence  carried  out  his 
duties  most  efficiently,  and  there  is  much  evidence  from  ratepayers  in 
general  that  his  efforts  are  effective  and  appreciated,  not  only  in  rodent 
control  but  with  many  other  forms  of  pests. 

Contrary  to  expectations  the  severe  winter  of  early  1963  did  not 
generally  reduce  rodent  infestation  over  the  year  as  a  whole.  The  number 
of  calls  for  assistance  excluding  the  monthly  contract  visits  to  farms 
etc.  totalled  320,  compared  with  231  in  1962.  The  autumn  months  showed 
particularly  heavy  infestation  and  this  was  found  to  be  general  in  Mid  and 
West  Hertfordshire. 


Thirty-four  farms  and  allied  premises  agreed  contracts  with  the  Council 
for  monthly  treatments,  the  total  value  of  which  amounted  to  ,£4-32.  p.a. 
necessitating  approximately  A00  visits.  In  addition  casual  treatments  were 
carried  out  at  business  premises  on  payment  as  and  when  requested. 

The  older  sewer  systems  in  Essendon  and  Old  Hatfield  were  poison 
baited  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  at  manhole  intervals.  All  other  systems 
have  been  found  free  of  infestations. 


Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  work  carried  out: 
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.in/ 
Houses 


Agri- 

cultural 


(inc.  Council) 


Business 
etc 


Total 


Properties  found 
to  be  RAT  infested 

11 

341 

34 

69 

455 

Properties  found 
to  be  MOUSE  infested 

— 

21 

9 

20 

50 

No.  of  visits  made 
by  Rodent  Officer 

25 

1,100 

400 

202 

1,727 

(including  surveys) 

(The  above  figures  do  not  include  bi-annual  treatment 

of  sewers). 


The  Health  Department  has  to  cope  with  a  variety  of  complaints 
concerning  pests,  other  than  rodents,  as  indicated  below.  Woodworm 
infestation  is  on  the  increase  and  by  nature  of  disposition  in  roof 
timbers  and  other  inaccessible  corners  much  is  undetected  until  fairly 
widespread. 

The  following  were  dealt  with  during  the  year:- 


Ants 

19 

Cluster  flies 

9 

Silver  fish 

1 

Wasps  nests 

197 

Woodworm 

35 

Earwigs 

3 

Fleas 

3 

Mites 

3 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  the  Health  Department 
often  loses  its  identity  and  is  more  often  referred  to  as  the  MPest  Office” 
by  agitated  ratepayers,  certainly  complaints  of  wasps  nests  dominate  the 
telephone  during  the  brief  summer  season.  The  great  majority  of  nests 
are  sited  in  lofts,  eaves  and  roofs,  and  more  time  is  taken  up  in  reaching 
the  spot  than  in  dealing  with  it. 

As  shewn  above  197  wasps  nests  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  Pests 
Officer  during  a  very  concentrated  few  weeks. 
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COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1963. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


Or.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B„S„  (London),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H, 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
P'.B.  HAWLEY 5  M.A.PoH.I . 

Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D0N.  SIBLEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Clerk: 

A,  A.  W.  CALLABY0 
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WELWYN  SECTION 
STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres 

Population  (mid  year  1963  estimated  by  the  Registrar  G-eneral) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1964. 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1964. 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Male 

Female 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

28 

23 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number 

66 

73 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS 
STILLBIRTHS 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  year) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  n  ”  M  ”  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  u  !t  ?f  Illegitimate  ”  " 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


1 

66  74 

1 


5,232 

7,130 

2,299 

£309,336 

£L,228 


Total 


51 


139 

19.5 

1.5 


1 

7.1 

140 

1 


7.2 

7.3 


7.1 


Nil 

Nil 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  1963 
was  7,130,  compared  with  7,01-0  at  mid  1962.  The  natural  increase 
of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  88  compared 
with  62  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 


There  we re  a  total  of  51  deaths  in  the  District  compared  with 
68  during  the  previous  year.  The  following  table  gives  the  main  causes: 


Male 


Female  Total  Average  past 


Tuberculosis 

Cancer  4 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  6 

Heart  Diseases  8 

Other  circulatory  disease  1 

Leukaemia  1 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  4 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  2 

Diabetes 
Nephritis 

Congenital  Malformation 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 

Suicide  „ 

Other  defined  causes  1 


3 

1 

7 

1 

6 

1 


1 


7 

7 

15 

2 

1 

6 

5 

2 

1 


10 

7 

19 

4 

3 

2 


1 


2 


9 


2 


3 


6 


Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  Vascular  accidents  and  Cancer,  the  principal 
causes  of  death  in  the  elderly  account' for  well  over  half  the  total. 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were  higher  than  average  probably 
due  to  the  severe  weather  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  There  were 
no  maternal  deaths,  or  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  Cancer;  Total  7. 


Respiratory  2  Breast  1 

Alimentary  trace  and  liver  2  Uterus 

Unclassified  .  2 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


Births 

msaaamacammm  •»» 

There  were  139  live  births,  during  the  year  compared  with  130 
during  the  previous  year,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  adjusted 
birth  rate  for  the  District  to  18c 1,  about  the  same  as  the  National  rate. 

Death  Rate 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  fell  to  8.6  per  1,000  total  population 
which  compared  favourably  with  previous  years  and  the  figure  for 
England  and  Wales, 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

One  infant  died  from  congenital  defects  following  birth  in 
hospital.  Variations  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  are  of  little 
significance  when  resulting  from  such  a  few  deaths. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year:-  .  ,  .  . 


Nil 

Nil 


Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 


40 

3 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


I  am  pleased  to  report  a  further  year  of  freedom  from  major 
infectious  disease,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis.  No  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning  were  reported  although  three  cases  of  gastro  enteritis  were 
investigated  by  the  department.  The  measles  cases  were  mainly  among 
pre-school  children  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  usually  mild  in 
character  with  few  sequelae. 


The  St,  Stephen’s  Ward,  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  provides  treatment 
facilities  for  the  occasional  infectious  case  needing  hospital  care. 

Tuberculosis 

No  new  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received  from  chest 
physicians  or  medical  practitioners  during  the  year.  Two  persons 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chest  Clinic  transferred  into  the  District. 
The  total  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  fell  to  42. 

The  Chest  Clinics  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital,  Welwyn 
G-arden  City,  and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hit  chin,  undertake  the  treatment 
of  cases  in  Welwyn  and  the  southern  part  of  the  District,  while  cases 
from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  G-reen  area  attend  Letchworth  Clinic, 

Home  visiting  is  maintained  through  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 
and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  the  special  housing  needs  of  each  case  are 
fully  investigated. 

The  annual  B.C.G-.  vaccination  of  children  aged  13  years  attending 
St.  Mary’s  School,  was  undertaken  in  May,  64  children  receiving  the 
protecting  vaccination. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  continue  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  to  the  whole  of  the  Welwyn  Rural 
district. 

During  the  year  the  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  from  both 
quantitative  and  qualitative  viewpoints  * 

The  whole  distribution  system  is  sampled  regularly  and  of  104 
bacteriological  and  17  chemical  samples  taken,  all  conformed  to  standards 
of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public  supply.  This  is  a  highly 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

Last  year  I  reported  on  certain  improvements  which  had  been  carried 
out  by  the  company  in  order  to  equalise  the  loading  on  various  pumping 
stations  in  the  area.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  this  work  has 
proved  successful. 

However,  I  am  advised  by  the  Stevenage  Divisional  Engineer  that 
the  situation  is  under  constant  review,  and  should  population  increases 
create  further  demand,  the  improvements  will  be  extended. 

I  have  found  all  the  Officers  of  the  Water  Company  most  courteous 
and  co-operative  in  my  dealings  with  them. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 


The  completion  of  the  new  sewerage  system  for  Digswell  Ward  of  Welwyn 
Parish  was  reported  in  19b2,  when  there  was  an  excellent  response  by  house¬ 
holders  in  connecting  properties  to  the  sewers. 

There  was  a  slowing  down  in  the  response  towards  the  end  of  1963*  when 
it  was  noted  that  70  properties  still  required  to  be  connected. 

The  reasons  for  not  connecting  are  mainly  two,  being  (a)  the  capital 
cost  to  the  owner,  and  (b)  the  cesspool  effluent  is  being  disposed  of 
satisfactorily  at  the  present  time  by  the  existing  system,  in  which  case 
people  are  not  anxious  to  connect  until  they  do,  in  fact,  experience 
difficulties  with  disposal,  or  sell  the  house. 

Notwithstanding  this  reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools  the  demand 
on  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying  service  has  again  been  heavy  and  we  have 
not  yet  begun  to  feel  the  benefit,  probably  because  of  the  addition  of  new 
septic  tanks  in  the  area  and  the  progressive  deterioration  in  the  state  of 
those  already  in  existence  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  district. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  following  list  of  services  given 
over  the  last  8  years. 


Year 

S e rvioes  given 

1956 

819 

1957 

932 

1958 

1023 

1959 

1025 

i960 

1101 

1961 

1166 

1962 

1165 

1963 

1089 

During  the  year  the  Council  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  G-ovemment  a  scheme  of  main  drainage,  the  details  of  which  are  as 
follows : - 

(a)  To  drain  most  of  the  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  Peter  to  the  existing  sewers 
in  London  Road,  Welwyn. 

(b)  To  drain  the  Fulling  Mill  area,  (80  houses)  to  a  proposed  pumping 
station  near  Singlers  Bridge  and  thence  pump  into  an  existing  sewer 
near  Welwyn  Church.  This  part  of  the  system  will  also  receive  sewage 
from  the  Codicote  Parish  of  Hitchin  Rural  District. 

(c)  To  drain  the  whole  of  the  Mardley  Heath  Ward  to  the  existing  Mill  Lane 
pumping  station. 

( d)  To  close  the  existing  unsatisfactory  sewage  disposal  Works  at  Woolmer 
G-reen  and  connect  the  flow  by  gravity  to  the  new  sewers  in  Mardley  Heath 
Ward. 

(e)  To  improve  Mill  Lane  pumping  station,  and, 

(f)  To  lay  a  link  sewer  from  Mill  Lane  Pumping  Station  to  an  outfall  with 
a  sewer  of  the  Welwyn  G-arden  City  Urban  District  Council  at  Digswell, 
through  which  all  the  sewage  from  Welwyn  Rural  district  will  flow  by 
gravity  to- the  works  of  the  .Middle  Lee  Regional  Scheme  at  Stanstead 
Abbott s. 

The  Council’s  scheme,  which  was  approved  by  the  Minister,  will  have 
the  effect  of  providing  main  drainage  to  .the  whole  of  the  Welwyn  Rural 
District,  with  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence. 

It  is  hoped  to  start  work  in  1964  on  this  contract. 

RAINFALL : 

Readings  of  rainfall  are  still  taken  at  the  Rural  District  Council's 
^leather  Station,  By-Pass  Road,  Welwyn. 
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There  was  a  measureable  fall  of  rain  on  146  days,  yielding  a  total 
rainfall  of  22.59”  for  the  year. 

The  heaviest  fall  was  recorded  on  the  30th  June  and  was  0.63”. 

The  wettest  month  was  November  with  a  fall  of  3.86"  and  the  dryest 
month  was  December  with  a  fall  of  0.59". 

y 

The  rainfall  for  1962  was  23.17”. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL: 

The  Rural  Council  maintained  a  generally  satisfactory  weekly 
collection  of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Obtaining  suitable  labour  is  still  a  main  problem  and  I  feel  that 
with  the  industrialists  in  the  Welwyn  G-arden  City  still  offering  more 
attractive  pay  and  working  conditions,  the  Rural  Council  will  ultimately 
have  to  introduce  a  bonus  scheme  in  order  to  attract  labour  and  maintain 
continuity. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  against  a  policy  of  using  commercial 
tips,  on  economic  grounds,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  to  continue  using 
the  existing  tip  at  Welwyn  and  seek  planning  consent  to  extend  into  the 
sewage  works  when  they  are  closed  at  the  completion  of  the  main  drainage 
schemes. 

The  Planning  application  met  with  some  opposition  from  residents  in 
the  Welwyn  G-arden  City  Urban  district,  who  complained  of  nuisance  from  fires, 
flies  and  rodents  caused  by  mismanagement  at  the  tip. 

it  was  true  to  say  at  that  time  that  the  refuse  tip  was  in  a  condition 
somewhat  less  than  perfect,  but  this  was  due  in  the  main  to  lack  of  the  right 
kind  of  equipment. 

A  bulldozer  was  hired  from  a  private  firm  from  time  to  time  for 
levelling  and  covering,  but  in  between  times  refuse  had  to  be  left  uncovered 
for  long  spells. 

The  Council  therefore  agreed  to  withdraw  the  planning  application  for 
extension  of  the  tip  until  conditions  were  improved. 

The  Council  then  purchased  a  new  Massey/Fergusson  tractor  with  bulldozer 
and  bucket, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  the  tip  is  now  being  properly  controlled  and 
there  is  no  cause  for  complaint  by  residents  in  either  district. 

IMPROVEMENT  (GRANTS: 

During  the  year  8  Discretionary  G- rants  in  the  sum  of  £2,468  and  8 
Standard  G-rants,  in  the  sum  of  301,110,  were  approved  by  the  Council. 

Nine  were  for  owner/occupier  and  seven  were  for  tenanted  properties. 
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RODENT  CONTROL-  PREVENTION  OE  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949: 


The  Rural  Council  still  operates  a  joint  scheme  of  control  with  Hitchin 
R.D.C.  and  results  are  satisfactory. 

Demand  varies  from  month  to  month  but  Mr.  Knapton  with  his  tact, 
diplomacy  and  energy  manages  to  achieve  good  results. 


I 

set  out 

below  details 

of  the  work 

done  during  the  year:- 

Sewers 

Tips  etc. 

Private 

Dwellings 

Business 

Premises 

Block  Agric, 

Inspec,  Land  etc. 

Total 

Hitchin 
R»  D .  C . 

111 

622 

427f 

68^ 

13  5k 

1364! 

Welwyn 

R.D.C. 

64# 

1341 

10r 

2144 

MATERIALS  USED 


.Warfarin 
No.  5 


Sausage 

Rusk 


Zinc 

Phosphide 


Cymag  Coriander  Pluorakil  Paranitro 
Seed  -phenol 


Hitchin 

R.D.C.  1537  lbs.  122  lbs.  2  lbs.  3y  oz,  4y  lbs.  1  oz. 


llg  OZo  A2  oz. 


Welwyn 
R,  D,  C . 


423  lbs. 


3  lbs 


Other 


Total  mileage  covered  -  9,630 
Petrol  used  -  235y  gallons 
Approx.  M.P.G-.  40.8 


Time  spent  on  vehicle 
maintenance,  receiving 
instructions,  reports  on 
visits,  bait  handling 
etc.  210# 

Total  hours  worked  16264 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT: 

The  district  is  compact  and  consequently  easy  to  cover  in  terms  of 
general  inspection.  There  are  4  people  from  my  staff  regularly  in  the 
district  and  a  good  deal  of  work  is  done  verbally. 

Housing  generally  is  of  a  good  standard  though  of  course  there  is 
still  work  of  improvement  to  be  done  in  a  few  houses. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  miscellaneous  Public  Health  .visits  carried 
out  during  the  year;- 
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Housing  defects  (Not  Council  Houses) 

135 

Canteens 

11 

Foodshops 

35 

Cafes 

14 

Cesspools 

24 

Building  Byelaws 

330 

Trade  Effluent 

12 

Moveable  dwellings 

70 

Statutory  nuisances 

20 

Slaughter  houses 

— 

Bakeries 

10 

Factories 

35 

Improvement  grants 

70 

Rodent  control 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION: 

510 

There  is  no  slaughter  house  being  operated  in  the  district  at  present, 
and  all  fresh  and  frozen  meat  is  still  imported  into  the  district. 

The  following  are  details  of  unfit  food  surrendered  to  me  during  the 
year : - 

170  lbs,  Beef0 
35  lb So  Lamb. 

30  lb s0  Pork,, 

12  lbs.  Sausages, 

5$  Tbs.  Rabbit , 

18  lb So  Chicken, 

5$  lbs.  Ox  Kidneys, 

10  lb So  Tinned  Lamb  Livers. 
28  lbs.  Beef, 

158  miscellaneous. 

HOUSING-: 

A  total  of  14  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  by  private 
enterprise,  and  6  by  local  authority. 

Under  construction  at  end  of  year:- 

Private  22 

Local  Authority  54 


Decomposition 

TT 

ft 

M 

ft 

M 

M 

ft 

Bad  bleeding  -  fevered 
Blown  tins 


CARAVAN  SITES: 

There  has  been  no  appreciable  change  in  the  caravan  situation 
since  last  year. 

The  Rural  Council  still  continued  in  the  policy  to  resist 
applications  for  caravans  and  is  assisted  in  this  by  the  County  Council 
*  G-reen  Belt1  Policy. 
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TRADE  EFFLUENT: 

Monthly  samples  are  taken  at  the  one  factory  producing  trade 
effluent,  and  these  have  all  proved  satisfactory. 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports ; 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  U0D.C 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 


INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

(1) 


Number 

on 


"T 


(2) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1, 2,3,4  and  6  j 
are  to  be  enforced  by  j 
Local  Authorities 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  j 
in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  [ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

t 

enforced  by  the  Local  j 
Authority  ( excluding  1 
out -workers’  premises)  i 


120 


20 


Total 


149 


1 

1 

l' 

! 

Number  of 

it 

| 

1 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

9 

1 

- 

* 

177 

31 

— 

33 

1 

1 

2 

219 

34 

2. 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


. 

Particulars 

(1) 

!  Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

j| 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

1  _  'Referred 

To  HIM.,  By  H.M. 

Remedied  flnspectorj  Inspector 

(3)  !  '(4)  j  *(5) 

*  -  -  .  ..  .  -  ...  £ ,  .  . 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  . 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

30 , 

• 

2  I  - 

* 

j 

j 

30  S  -  ; 

3 

! 

- 

j  Total 

32  1 

32  )  1 

3  1 

1 

3.  PART  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


12 

1 


Making  Wearing  Apparel 
Brush  Making 
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Total: 


13 


to  District  Repo^iJj?on^uedl 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  HATFIELD 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


R.D.C . 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


m 

ii 

■ 

!l 

\ 


Number  of 


I 


Premises 


j  Number 
j  on 
.(Register 
!  (2) 


Inspections 


HI 


■Written 

notices 

—JJsl 


Occupiers  | 
prosecuted  j 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3,4  and 
6  are  to  be  enforced  j 
by  Local  Authority 

r- 

? 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  j 

Section  7  is  enforced  j 
by  the  Local  Authority 


14 


108 


4 


99 


5 


i 


(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  * 
enforced  by  the  Local  j 
Authority  (excluding  \ 
out -workers1  premises); 

Total 


122 


103 


3 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of 
defects 


cases 

were 


m  which 
found 


Particulars 


Found 

(2) 


Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(b)  Unsuitable  op 
defective 

toacor  .  Jlir.H 


Referred 
To  H.M.,  j  By  H.M. 
Inspector  (Inspector 

jh 


Remedied 

(3) 


1 Number  of  cases  f 

i  ? 

in  ?rhich  j 

prosecutions  i 


I  were  instituted 


Total 


5 


5 


A 


3„  OUTWORKERS 

Making  Wearing  Apparel 


70 


Total: 


45 

45 


FACTORIES  ACT ?  19 6l  -  WELWYN  ReD0 C 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 


(i) 


Number 
on 

Register 

(2) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3,4-  ana 
6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 


(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  I  23 

Section  7  is  enforced  j 

by  the  Local  Authority 

I 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  j  2 

enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ( excluding 
out-workers T  premises)^ 

Total  \  25 


Number  of 


Inspections 

(3) 


Written 

notices 

(4) 


Occupiers 
prosecuted  ; 

(5) 


26 


T 


35 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


1 

t 

I 

i 

Particulars 

I  Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

•< 

(Number  of  cases  | 
j in  which 

Found 

(2) 

| 

Remedied 

_  (3)  1 

Refe 
j  To  HoM. 

!  Inspector 

L  (4) 

3rred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(3) 

|  prosecutions 
| were  instituted 

(6) 

) Sanitary 
j  Conveniences 
| (b)  Unsuitable  or 
j  defective 

8 

8 

j"  Total 

\ 

8 

! 

8 

I 

< 

iac -a*:' •  -nscm. »rm -.sm -ara  •  -j*.  -TC i ^3 

i 

3o  OUTWORKERS 

G-love  Manufacturer 


71 


JL 

Total :  1 


■ 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


’  WELWYN  DIVISION  -  HEALTH  SERVICES 

;  v  ■  ,  j 

INTRODUCTION 

This  sections  is  an  account  of  the  personal  health  services  of 
the  County  Council  in  the  Welwyn  Division  prepared  as  a  supplement 
to  the  report  on  the  services  provided  by  the  District  Councils 
to  present  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  health  services  in  the  area0 
The  section  is  of  necessity  brief  with  emphasis  on  new  trends  and 
important  aspects 0  More  detailed  information  upon  the  whole  range 
of  the  County  Health  Services  can  be  obtained  from  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

STAFF 


The  population  in  this  Division  has  doubled  since  1950  and 
in  view  of  the  national  shortage  of  health  visitors,  midwives  and 
technical  staffs,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  some  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  filling  the  required  establishment  of  professional 
and  domestic  staff.  Fortunately  within  the  past  six  months  several 
young  health  visitors  of  good  promise  have  commenced  duties  in  Welwyn 
G-arden  City  and  Hatfield,  while  the  load  on  the  domiciliary  midwives 
has  been  eased  considerably  by  the  increase  in  hospital  confinements 
resulting  from  the  opening  of  the  :^ueen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  difficult  to  attract  suitable  women 
to  the  Home  Help  Service  throughout  this  Division  at  the  national 
rates  of  pay  because  of  the  fierce  competition  for  domestic  labour  from 
large  factories  and  commercial  premises  in  the  New  Towns.  Every  effort 
is  made  by  the  organiser  to  meet  urgent  needs  and  help  maternity  cases 
but  the  general  shortage  unfortunately  falls  on  the  elderly  and  long 
term  cases  who  at  times  cannot  be  provided  with  the  number  of  hours 
help  they  really  need. 

Mrs.  Witter  the  first  mental  health  social  worker  allocated 
to  this  Division  left  us  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  take  up  a  welfare 
post  with  the  Spastics  Society.  During  her  four  years  in  Mid  Herts 
she  played  an  important  role  in  establishing  mental  after  care  work 
in  association  with  the  local  hospitals. 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

The  section  on  infectious  disease  in  the  district  reports  gives 
details  of  the  incidence  of  these  diseases  and  the  following  information 
on  the  .levels  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  are  obtained  from  the 
Divisional  records. 


Smallpox  Vaccination 


In  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  virulent 
smallpox  into  this  country  resulting  from  the  use  of  air  transport 
and  international  travel ,  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommends 
vaccination  of  all  . children  during  their  second  year  followed  by 
re-vaccination  during  school  life.  Vaccination  is  free  under  the 
National  Health  Service  upon  request  to  the  child’s  doctor  or  at  the 
welfare  centre,,  Parents  are  generally  apathetic  about  the  need  for 
smallpox  vaccination  for  the  annual  returns  show  that  only  35/?  of 
children  received  their  primary  vaccination  in  spite  of  continued 
publicity  and  education  by  doctors  and  health  visitors. 

Numbers  and  age  groups  vaccinated  or  re-va ccinat ed 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  is  available  to  all  under  the  age 
of  40  years  and  the  oral  (Sabin)  type  vaccine  is  now  used  to  the  virtual 
exclusion  of  the  original  Salk  type  vaccine.  No  ill  effects  have  been 
reported  following  extensive  use  of  the  Sabin  vaccine  over  the  past  two 
years  and  the  marked  reduction  in  paralytic  poliomyelitis  is  due  largely 
to  the  general  acceptance  of  this  vaccine  throughout  the  country.  The 
recommended  course  is  three  doses  of  oral  vaccine  at  monthly  intervals 
starting  at  the  age  of  seven  months  followed  by  a  reinforcing  dose  at  the 
child’s  entry  to  school.  During  1963,  1,620  children  under  the  age  of 
3  years  received  their  initial  course  of  Sabin  vaccine,  and  562  persons  over 
this  age,  while  a  total  of  1,369  persons  received  the  reinforcing  dose, 
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Diphtheria,  Whooping^  Cough  and  Tetanus . 


It  is  now  eighteen  years  since  diphtheria  occurred  in  Mid  Herts 
due  mainly  to  the  level  of  protection  conferred  by  active  immunisation 
in  infancy  against  this  disease.  Triple  antigen  conferring  immunity 
to  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  now  extensively  used,  the 
recommended  course  commencing  at  2  years  of  age  with  three  injections  at 
monthly  intervals,  A  reinforcing  injection  is  necessary  at  15  -  18  months 
of  age  and  a  final  injection  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  only  at  school 
entry, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  majority  of  parents  now  realize  the 
importance  of  these  protective  measures  in  infancy  for  over  80%  of 
infants  receive  the  primary  course  of  injections  during  their  first  two 
years  of  life  from  their  doctors  or  at  the  clinics. 


Numb  ers 


Immunised  with  Triple  Antigen 


Born  in 

Age  G-roups 

: 

1963 

0-1 

S 

1962 

1-2 

61 -60 

2-4 

i 

59-57 

4-7 

Primary  Immunisation 

(a)  byH.C.C,  Med.  Off. 

(b)  by  private  Doctor 

437 

291 

396 

334 

21 

17 

5 

6 

Total  Primary 

;  728 

730 

38 

i 

11  i 

Booster  injections 

(a)  byH.C.C,  Med.  Off, 

(b)  by  Private  Doctor 

j _ 

_ 

185 

49 

, 

, 

110 

; 

117 

& 

11  i 

ns  ! 

i 

£ 

 |. 

T  1 

I 

1  Total  Booster  » 

1  ! 

234 

227 

_ 

l 

i 

129  | 

56  onwards 
7+ 


1 


1 


10 


10 


Total  • 


859  ! 

ii 

r 

649  f 


1508 


306  S 

600 


79  children  were  notified  as  having  whooping  cough  rather  more  than 
in  recent  years.  This  rise  was  the  beginning  of  a  small  outbreak  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  but  the  limitation  of  the  outbreak  and  general  mildness 
of  the  characteristic  symptoms  reflect  well  the  effectiveness  of  both  the 
immunising  agent  and  level' of  community  protection. 

Active  immunisation  against  tetanus  is  free  from  side  effects  and 
is  therefore  to  be  preferred  to  anti-tetanus  injections  given  at  the  time  of 
injury, 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


During  the  year  480  expectant  mothers  attended  at  the  four 
ante  natal  clinics  in  the  Division  arranged  by  the  domiciliary  midwives 
at  the  G-ooseacre  and  Viaduct  Centres  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City,  Queensway  Centre 
Hatfield,  and  at  Welwyn,  There  was  an  average  attendance  of  10  mothers 
at  the  138  sessions. 

In  addition  to  these  regular  clinics  several  of  the  midwives  attend 
special  sessions  at  general  practitioner  surgeries  for  joint  ante  natal 
examination  and  instruction  with  the  doctor,  and  ante  natal  relaxation 
and  instruction  classes  are  held  at  Queensway  and  Welwyn,  Two  courses 
on  mothercraft  have  also  been  arranged  by  the  Health  Visitors  for  the 
younger  mothers  and  primiparae. 

Women  booked  for  hospital  delivery  receive  their  ante  natal 
supervision  and  instruction  under  a  joint  scheme  agreed  between  the 
ante  natal  department  of  the  hospital  and  the  patients  practitioner, 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

There  were  1285  confinements  in  the  Division  during  the  year  of 
which  515  (40$)  were  domiciliary.  At  these  home  confinements  the  midwives 
delivered  2/7  mothers  (54%)  on  their  own,  and  238  (46%)  with  the  mother’s 
doctor  present.  Light  gas  and  oxygen  analgesia  was  administered  to 
508  mothers  and  trilene  to  7. 

With  the  opening  of  the  maternity  wards  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital  at  the  end  of  July,  it  has  become  possible  to  relax  the  careful 
selection  of  mothers  for  priority  admission  for  hospital  delivery  and 
also  to  take  mothers  who  previously  would  have  had  to  enter  maternity 
units  further  afield.  The  overall  shortage  of  trained  midwives  by  the 
hospital  service  continues  however,  necessitating  the  early  discharge  of 
some  mothers  from  the  maternity  unit  before  the  10th  day, 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Attendances  at  the  12  centres  in  the  Division  were  well  maintained 
during  1Q635  some  89%  of  infants  born  during  the  year  being' seen.  A 
total  of  1742  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  attended  a  centre 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  There  was  a  total  of  937  clinic 
sessions  with  a  doctor  in  attendance  at  821,  and  the  average  attendance 
34  children  per  session. 

The  important  function  of  the  infant  welfare  centre  is  the 
education  and  reassuring  of  the  young  mother  in  the  care  and  upbringing 
of  her  child  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  prevention  of  infectious 
disease  and  common  ailments  and  the  early  detection  and  correction  of 
abnormality.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  promote  an  informal  and  friendly 
atmosphere  at  the  centres  by  organising  group  discussions  by  the  young 
mothers  on  a  variety  of  health  topics  chosen  by  themselves,  with  the 
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doctor  and  health  visitor  voicing  their  opinion  and  these  have  proved 
both  popular  and  stimulating  to  mothers  and  the  staff.  The  local  branch 
of  the  County  Library  has  continued  to  provide  books  for  issue  on  loan 
at  the  Lawrence  Hall  clinic  and  a  display  of  childrens  books  was  arranged 
in  Welwyn  Garden  City, 


We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  such  devoted  and  loyal  voluntary 
helpers  at  all  the  centres  in  this  Division  both  in  the  Lew  Toms  and 
the  village  centres  to  assist  the  doctors  and  Health  Visitors  in  arranging 
the  sessions  by  keeping  the  registers,  issuing  welfare  and  proprietary 
foods  and  setting  out  the  rooms.  The  Health  Association  in  Welwyn  Garden 
City  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs,  R,  Reiss  has  continued  to  organise  the 
voluntary  work  at  all  centres  in  the  town. 

Attendances  at  the  Viaduct  Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  opened  in 
January  1962  rapidly  increased  as  families  moved  into  the  new  housing 
estate,  these  infant  welfare  sessions  being  necessary  in  addition  to  the 
ante  natal,  dental  and  specialist  school  health  services. 

Detailed  drawings  for  the  new  health  annexe  in  Welwyn  were  prepared 
during  the  year  and  plans  for  improvements  to  the  clinic  facilities  at 
Woolmer  Green  discussed  with  the  Welwyn  R.D.C. 

WELFARE  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION 

Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil 
and  Vitamin  tablets)  are  issued  at  all  welfare  centres  in  the  Division,  the 
majority  of  these  sales  being  undertaken  by  voluntary  helpers.  Sales  of 
orange  juice  have  been  well  maintained  but  demand  for  National  Dried  Milk 
and  Cod  Liver  Oil  has  fallen, 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  main  purpose  of  the  School  Health  Service  continues  to  be:- 

(a)  To  improve  the  health  of  children  and  secure  early  detection  of 
disease  and  defect  in  order  to  ensure  prompt  treatment, 

(b)  Where  necessary  to  advise  on  adjustment  to  the  school  curriculum 
to  meet  the  special  physical  or  mental  requirements  of  the  child, 

(c)  Prevention  of  disease  by  immunisation, 

(d)  Health  Education. 

The  early  detection  of  disease  and  defect  relies  upon  the  periodic 
medical  inspection  and  special  examination  of  school  children  throughout 
school  life.  Following  the  entrant  examination  during  the  first  year  at 
school,  the  child  is  examined  by  the  school  doctor  at  7-8  years,  11-12  years 
and  during  the  final  year  at  school.  Defects  discovered  at  these 
examinations  are  selected  for  further  detailed  examination  or  referral  to  the 
family  doctor.  Special  inspections  are  carried  out  at  any  time  at  the 
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request  of  the  parent,  teacher  or  family  doctor  having  regard  to  the 
particular  difficulty  or  defect  YJith  the  programme  of  routine  and 
special  examinations  it  is  usual  for  the  school  doctor  to  visit  each 
school  at  least  once  each  term  while  the  more  frequent  visits  by  the 
school  nurse  ensure  close  collaboration. 

’lindi  n  g  s  at  Jlcho  o  1  lie  di  cal  In  spec  t  i  o  n 

Table 

(a)  No,  of  Children  seen  at  Medical  Inspections, 
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pi 
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' 
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134  j 

1 
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(b)  No,  of  Children  with  Defects  REQUIRING-  Treatment, 
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The  above  table  gives  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the  conditions 
found  and  needing  observation  or  treatment,  A  total  of  6,529  children 
attending  maintained  schools  in  the  Division  were  given  a  routine 
medical  examination  during  the  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
for  the  first  time  not  one  child  was  classified  as  unsatisfactory  as 
regards  his  general  condition,  604  children  were  found  to  require 
treatment  or  were  already  under  treatment  for  what  in  the  main  were 
minor  conditions.  Half  the  defects  found  were  in  respect  of  defective 
vision  or  squint  and  approximately  five-sixths  of  these  were  already 
under  regular  supervision. 

The  picture  which  emerges  is  of  schoolchildren  whose  general 
health  has  never  been  at  a  higher  level  and  for  this. and  other  reasons 
doubts  have  been  cast  on  the  need  for  continuing  without  modification 
a  rigid  system  of  periodic  routine  medical  inspection  of  all  children, 
From  January,  1965?  the  emphasis  will  change  so  that  we  shall  have  a 
selective  procedure  with  a  more  thorough  examination  of  school  entrants 
at  the  critical  age  of  five  years  and  greater  concentration  on  children 
with  known  or  suspected  defects. 

Specia  1  Se  r  v  ic  ejs 

There  is  a  full  range  of  special  services  available  for  school  and 
pre-school  children  at  the  main  Health  Centres  in  the  area.  Two  such 
services,  orthoptics  and  speech  therapy,  are  not  readily  available 
through  National  Health  Service  channels.  Other  services,  such  as 
dental  and  ophthalmic,  afford  the  parent  a  choice  between  attending 
a  school  clinic  and  a  Health  Service  practitioner.  The  Child  Guidance 
Service  is  one  which  is  used  by  general  practitioners  and  school 
medical  officers  alike,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Psychological 
Service  gives  effective  cover  to  retarded  and  difficult  children. 
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Audiology 


The  principal  audiology  centre  for  the  County  established  at 
Queen sway  Health  Centre,  Hatfield  in  1962  has  continued  to  provide  a  most 
valuable  service  for  the  early  diagnosis  of  children  suspected  of 
impaired  hearing  rei erred  by  the  school  medical  officers  and  practitioners, 
Dr„  Bickerton,  the  consultant  audologist  attends  weekly  and  works  in 
close  consultation  with  the  peripatetic  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  educational 
psychologist  0  In  view  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  special 
referrals  of  audiometric  testing  a  second  audiometrician  has  been 
appointed  to  assist  Miss  Anderson  and  enable  the  routine  testing  of 
children  in  infant  schools  to  continue  in  addition  to  their  work  at  the 
audiology  centre.  All  children  referred  to  the  speech  therapist 
for  investigation  and  training  are  at  the  outset  referred  for  audiometric 
testing  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  hearing  defect.  Short  courses 
in  audiology  testing  for  medical  officers  and  health  visitors  in  the 
Division  were  arranged  at  Barnet  and  Hatfield. 


Audiology  Clinic,  Hatfield  1963 . 

School 

Children 


Attendances  - 

New  cases 

72 

Re-examinations 

61 

Total 

133 

Others 

73 

55 

128 


Number  of  cases  reported  as  having  - 
Normal  hearing 
Impaired  hearing 
Partial  hearing 
Deafness 

Further  assessment 


12 

18 

38 

22 

43 

20 

3 

6 

37 
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Recommendations  - 

No  further  action  26 
Frontal  seating  at  ordinary  school  38 
Hearing  aid  -  auditory  training  21 
Hearing  aid  -  special  schools/units  6 
For  Educational  Psychologist  I.Q.  Test  3 
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No.  of  hearing  aids  issued  during  year 

24 

13 

Cases  waiting  first  examination  appointment 

38 

3 
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There  are  21  children  attending  ordinary  school  who  have  been 
supplied  with  hearing  aids.  This  is  a  higher  figure  than  previous 
years  and  is  a  direct  result  of  the  increased  attention  being  paid  to 
the  partially  hearing  child  and  a  greater  readiness  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  children  to  accept'  the  wearing  of  an  aid  as  a  necessary 
help  in  their  school  education. 

Eneuresis  Clinic 


Dr.  Macartney  has  continued  to  hold  his  special  clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  persistent  eneuresis  or  bed  wetting  in  selected  children 
using  the  electric  pad  and  buzzer  machines. 

Describing  the  achievements  at  these  sessions  he  reports :- 

"During  1963 5  thirty-four  children  completed  treatment ,  of  whom 
twenty-nine  were  cured  and  there  were  five  failures.  Thirteen 
children  are  currently  on  treatment  and  there  are  thirty  two  on  the 
waiting  list.  Inevitably  a  certain  number  of  children  on  the  waiting 
list  undergo  a  spontaneous  cure  before  they  are  sent  for,  or  else  fail 
to  attend  when  sent  an  appointment.  I  can  see  no  way  of  avoiding 
this  waste  of  'buzzer*  time.  Since  I  took  over  the  clinic  in 
September  1961,  eighty-one  children  have  completed  treatment  and  I 
intend  to  present  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  results  after 
one  hundred  cases". 

The  Health  Association  kindly  provided  additional  buzzer  machines 
to  assist  Dr.  Macartney  in  this  trial  series. 

Handicapped  Pupils 

An  important  part  of  the  School  Health  Service  is  the  ascertainment 
and  supervision  of  handicapped  pupils  of  whom  there  are  some  1,300 
in  the  County.  Educationally  sub -normal  children  from  this  area  attend 
mainly  a  special  school  in  Colney  Heath  Lane,  St.  Albans,  and  travel 
daily.  Other  children  requiring  special  education,  however,  attend 
residential  schools.  For  the  maladjusted  pupil  this  is  frequently 
desirable,  and  for  other  children,  such  as  the  epileptic  or  partially 
sighted,  the  course  is  dictated  by  necessity.  Efforts  are  always  made 
to  keep  children  in  their  own  environment  wherever  possible  and  in  one 
instance  a  boy  suffering  from  muscular  dystrophy  has  remained  at  ordinary 
school,  finally  taking  C-.C.E.  "A"  levels,  although  restricted  to  a  wheel 
chair.  This  success  was  achieved  only  by  a  marked  degree  of  co-operation 
between  school,  parent,  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Health  Education 


The  importance  of  health  education  in  schools  is  now  gaining 
increased  recognition  and  we  have  received  more  requests  from  the  Heads 
of  secondary  schools  for  courses  of  instruction  in  personal  hygiene, 
home  nursing,  first  aid,  mothercraft  and  community  health  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  The  advice  and  experience  of  the  County  Health  Education  Officer 
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is  available  to  the  staff  in  preparing  these  talks  in  addition  to 
encouragement  and  discussion  on  the  presentation  of  the  series  with 
the  head  teacher. 

It  must  be  emphasised  that  the  staffs  of  the  schools  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  including  many  practical  health 
topics  in  the  normal  school  curriculum  Inviting  outside  help  from  the 
school  health  staff  on  special  subjects  as  the  opportunity  arises. 
Certainly  when  the  Heads  of  schools  are  approached  to  include  a  special 
item  of  health  education ,  e.g.  film  display  on  smoking  and  health, 
there  is  a  ready  acceptance  followed,  by  critical  appraisal  of  the 
value  of  the  effort. 

Home  Nursing 

Nursing  of  the  sick  in  their  own  homes  is  covered  by  a  staff  of 
twenty  three  district  nurses,  the  majority  of  whom  combine  this  work 
with  domiciliary  midwifery.  The  district  nurses  co-operate  closely 
with  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area  by  whom  most  of  their 
patients  are  referred  and  there  is  also  a  close  liaison  with  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital.  Although  their  work  covers  a  whole 
range  of  nursing  duties,  a  good  part  of  their  time  is  spent  in 
helping  the  elderly,  who  make  up  half  the  total  number  of 
patients,  and  the  handicapped.  In  addition  to  routine 
nursing  care,  every  effort  is  made  to  assist  these  patients  to  be 
independent  by  the  provision  of  suitable  aids,  through  the  Medical 
Loan  Depots  or  by  special  request  to  the  County  Health  Department. 

Home  Help  Service 

A  weekly  average  of  800  -  1000  home  help  hours  was  provided 
throughout  the  Division,  but  Mrs.  Cosgreave  reports  increasing  difficulty 
in  recruiting  suitable  women  for  this  essential  work  both  for  the  towns 
and  rural  areas.  Some  60  part-time  home  helps  are  employed  and  every 
opportunity  is  sought  to  attract  new  recruits. 

An  intensive  course  in  domestic  work,  special  cooking  and 
housewifery  is  arranged  by  Mrs.  Webb  the  County  Organiser  for  selected 
senior  members  of  the  service  from  time  to  time  and  consideration  is 
being  given  to  establishing  centralised  laundry  facilities  to  assist 
the  helps  in  some  homes, 

80%  of  the  home  help  time  is  devoted  to  assisting  the  elderly 
and  chronic  sick,  but  priority  is  given  by  the  organiser  to  the  needs 
of  acute  illness  and  maternity  cases. 
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Welfare  of  the  Elderly 


The  Hatfield  District  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Council  and  the  Welwyn 
G-arden  City  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  have  continued  their  valuable 
work  co-ordinating  and  promoting  the  activities  of  rhe  local  clubs 
meeting  regularly  in  their  di strict sc  There  are  now  seven  clubs  in 
the  Hatfield  area,  three  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City  and  three  in  Welwyn 
which  provide  a  varied  programme  of  visits,  excursions  and  social 
activities  for  the  members,  the  individual  clubs  being  largely  self 
supporting  with  the  help  of  a  small  group  of  voluntary  supporters. 

There  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the  Meals  on  v?heels  Service 
in  each  District  and  attendance  at  the  luncheon  clubs  has  been  steady. 

The  local  branches  of  the  Womens  Voluntary  Service  and  the  Red  Cross 
Society  play  a  large  part  in  these  arrangements. 

The  Chiropody  sessions  held  regularly  in  association  with  the 
clubs  were  as  busy  as  ever,  and  additional  sessions  commenced  for 
The  65  Club  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City.  These  arrangements  were  in  addition 
to  the  domiciliary  visits  by  the  chiropodist  to  the  housebound. 

The  Housing  Departments  of  the  Councils  and  Development  Corporation 
continue  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to  the  special  housing  needs 
of  the  elderly,  arranging  where  possible  for  rehousing  in  suitable 
convenient  units  near  relatives,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  see  the  high 
proportion  of  new  properties  now  under  constructions  specially  designed 
as  suitable  units  for  the  elderly. 

Welfare  of  the  Handicapped 

The  local  area  committees  of  the  Hertfordshire  Association  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Handicapped  have  extended  their  work  during  the  year 
ensuring  adequate  support  and  transport  for  the  disabled  in  each  District. 

The  scheme  for  the  equipping  of  the  workshop  for  the  severely 
handicapped  in  Lemsford  Lane,  v’elwyn  G-arden  City  was  agreed  and  a 
Dormobile  van  equipped  for  transporting  the  disabled  was  provided  for 
use  in  Mid  Herts, 

The  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  G-arden  City  Society  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Mentally  Handicapped  has  organised  regular  meetings  at 
Queensway,  Hatfield,  and  run  the  special  play  sessions  for  severely 
handicapped  children  at  Roe  Hill  House,  This  group  has  provided 
ready  help  to  the  Junior  Training  Centre  in  Welwyn  G-arden  City  and  to 
the  very  young  mentally  handicapped  children  throughout  the  area. 
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ASSOCIATED  SOCIAL  SERVICES 


Family  Planning 

The  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association  hold  sessions  at  the  G-ooseacre  Health  Centre  on  Mondays 
6*30  -  8  p,m.  and  Thursdays  1.30  -  3  p.ni,  ,  and  at  Queensway,  Hatfield  on 
Wednesdays  7*30  -  8.30  p.m.  With  the  opening  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital  in  July,  the  fertility  clinic  has  transferred  to  the  gynaecological 
out-patient  department  there. 

With  the  steady  increase  in  the  requests  for  advice  and  practical 
aids  to  planned  parenthood,  the  formation  of  a  separate  branch  of  the 
association  to  organise  the  Hatfield  session  is  under  consideration.  * 

Marriage  G-ui dance 

The  Mid  Herts  Marriage  Guidance  Council,  Hon,  Sec,  Mrs.  K.B,  Gardner 
has  had  an  active  year  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs,  J.  Hawkins,  and 
an  effort  has  been  made  to  make  the  public  more  aware  of  the  services 
offered  by  the  Council  in  Mid  Herts  and  Hoddesdon  areas. 

Some  70  new  clients  sought  help  during  the  year,  rather  fewer  than 
in  previous  years,  although  the  number  of  interviews  has  increased. 
Counselling  takes  place  at  the  Gooseacre  Health  Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
and  in  the  library  premises  in  Hoddesdon,  Six  Counsellors  have  been 
giving  their  services  regularly  and  a  seventh  was  selected  and  started 
work  during  the  year. 

Continuing  the  previous  pattern  of  educational  activities,  three 
marriage  preparation  courses  were  held  in  conjunction  with  the  local 
clergy  and  a  series  of  group  discussions  on  personal  relationships  at  a 
local  girls  school.  Other  schools  in  the  area  have  shown  interest 
in  this  kind  of  approach  to  education  of  personal  relationships  between 
boys  and  girls  for  the  needs  of  this  age  group  are  increasingly  apparent. 
With  more  leaders  the  work  locally  in  this  field  could  be  greatly 
expanded. 
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